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Dear Students and Parents: 

 

It is with a great deal of pride that the faculty and staff of Okemos High School present to you the 

courses and curriculum that are listed and discussed in this book.  It is our goal to present to you a 

program that allows every student the opportunity to be challenged, to pursue his/her interests and to 

realize his/her potential. 

 

Please study this publication carefully.  Each course listing is accompanied by a detailed description 

which will aid you greatly in your selection of courses. 

 

The final section, entitled Academic Policies and Procedures, is of vital importance to you.  It 

contains information about graduation requirements and the various options available to you to gain 

the credits necessary to graduate from Okemos High School.  It provides information concerning 

auditing courses, dropping and adding courses, acquiring credit externally and information about 

guided independent study, the credit/no credit option, and several other academic policies. 

 

It is a pleasure for me to work with the exceptional faculty which will facilitate your learning.  It is 

also my pleasure to be associated with a student body that is motivated and serious about education, 

as well as vibrant and positive.  I am available to you at any time to discuss your experience at 

Okemos High School. 

 

I extend to you my best wishes for a successful and productive year. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John S. Lanzetta 

Principal 
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Okemos High School provides a challenging 

curriculum, provoking deep thought and class 

discussion.  As a result, some parents, in some 

circumstances, might choose to discuss with the 

classroom teacher an alternative to assigned 

readings. 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

 

The high school administration, in conjunction with 

the department chairs, reserves the right to alter the 

schedule of classes and to limit class size to ensure 

safety and to facilitate optimal instructional 

conditions. 
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Your Guide To Pathways In Education 
 
What is a Career Pathway? 
 
A Career Pathway is a system that creates well-marked ñpathsò of sequenced courses, which provide both focus and 
direction to a studentôs learning experience.  The Pathway prepares the student for a goal-oriented future and puts 
purpose in learning.  It offers a system of choice for each student. 
 
Students will create and annually update their EDP (Educational Development Plan) online.  The EDP is an action plan 
regarding course selection that focuses the students toward their future and lifelong learning.  Elements of the EDP 
include:  personal data, career goals, education goals, assessment results, career exploration, course selection, and 
parental endorsement.  Since each student will have an online account, the EDP may be accessed at any time by visiting 
www.careercruising.com and entering a student username and password, available from the Guidance Office.  Students 
are encouraged to work with their guidance counselors to ensure accurate completion of their EDP. 
 

What are the Six Career Pathways? 

 
× Arts and Communication 
× Business, Management, Marketing and Technology 
× Engineering/Manufacturing and Industrial Technology 
× Health Sciences 
× Human Services 
× Natural Resources and Agriscience 

 

Why Career Pathways? 

 
Some day students will need to get jobs.  They may go to college first or get advanced education in other ways.  But, 
students eventually enter the work force.  The bottom line is that the good jobs of the future will go to people with skills.  
So students need to know what it takes to get thereéand to succeed. 
 

How Does the Student Benefit? 

 
Your Pathway prepares you so that you know what it takes to get a good job.  Ité 
× helps you learn about hot, new career opportunities 
× helps you see how school subjects relate to the world of work 
× makes your classes more interesting 
× helps you figure out what youôre good at doing 
× opens your mind to all kinds of careers in your chosen career major 
× shows you the education and skills needed to get the good jobs 
× makes your education fit you 

 

What is my role as a student? 

 
Do everything you can to focus on your future! 
× Study hard and do your best in school and extra-curricular activities 
× Take advantage of every opportunity to learn about the real world through job shadowing, work experiences, 

field trips, community service and career speakers 
× Talk to your parents and other adults about their jobs 
× Go to school every day, on time, and with a good attitudeélike a job 
× Learnéfirst handéabout as many different jobs, businesses, professions as possible 
× Participate in career and college fairs 
× Talk to your counselors and teachers 

http://www.careercruising.com/
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Arts and Communication 

 

Careers in this path are related to humanities and performing, visual, literary, 

and media arts.  These include architecture; graphic, interior and fashion 

design; writing; film; fine arts; journalism; languages; media; advertising; and 

public relations. 

 

 

Business, Management, Marketing, and Technology 

 

Careers in this path are related to the business environment.  These include 

entrepreneurship, sales, marketing, computer/information systems, finance, 

accounting, personnel, economics and management 

 

 

Engineering/Manufacturing and Industrial Technology 

 

Careers in this path are related to technologies necessary to design, develop, 

install, and maintain physical systems.  These include engineering, 

manufacturing, construction, service and related technologies. 

 

 

Health Sciences 

 

Careers in this path are related to the promotion of health and treatment of 

disease.  These include research, prevention, treatment and related health 

technologies. 

 

 

 

Human Services 

 

Careers in this path are related to economic, political, and social systems.  

These include education, government, law and law enforcement, leisure and 

recreation, military, religion, child care, social services, and personal 

services. 

 

 

Natural Resources and Agriscience 

 

Careers in this path are related to agriculture, the environment and natural 

resources.  These include agricultural sciences, earth sciences, environmental 

sciences, fisheries, forestry, horticulture and wildlife. 
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Educational Development Plans 
 
Students will create and annually update their Educational Development Plan (EDP) online. 
The EDP is an action plan regarding course selection that focuses the students toward 
their future and lifelong learning. Elements of the EDP include: personal data, career goals, 
education goals, assessment results, career exploration, course selection, and parental 
endorsement. Since each student will have an online account, the EDP may be accessed 
at any time by visiting www.careercruising.com and entering a student username and 
password, available from the Guidance Office. Students are encouraged to work with their 
guidance counselors to ensure accurate completion of their EDP.  Each year, students are 
brought to computer labs in groups to update their EDPs.  At the end of each activity, 
students are asked to use the email tool to invite a parent or guardian to review the EDP.   
The following explanation of EDPs was drawn from the Michigan Department of Education 
publication EDP Fundamentals: Guidelines for the Use of Educational Development Plans 
(EDPs) Michigan Department of Education, 2009:  
 

Why Do Students Need an Educational Development Plan (EDP)? 
The Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) legislation (P.A. 141 of 2007) states that ñThe 
board of a school district or board of directors of a public school academy shall ensure 
that each pupil in Grade 7 is provided with the opportunity to develop an EDP, and that 
each pupil has developed an EDP before he or she begins high school. An EDP shall 
be developed by the pupil under the supervision of the pupilôs school counselor or 
another designee qualified and selected by the high school principal and shall be based 
on a career pathways program or similar career exploration program.ò 
 
The first step in developing an individualized approach to learning is the EDP. An EDP 
documents an ongoing process in which a learner identifies both career goals and a 
plan of action to achieve them. The EDP does not take the place of either an 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) or a Personal Curriculum (PC) modification. 
 

Developing an EDP 
All students are required to develop an EDP with guidance from school advisors. When 
applicable, parents and community contacts should also be included. EDPs are ñlivingò 
documents, updated as student interests and abilities become more obvious and 
focused. 
 
State law requires local schools to provide an opportunity for students to begin 
developing an EDP in Grade 7 and requires that every student has an EDP before 
entering high school. By preparing the initial EDP in middle school, students can better 
plan their high school curriculum to meet their post-school goals. The EDP is a 
secondary/postsecondary planning tool to direct the studentôs educational plan and 
career planning activities. Schools use paper EDPs, electronic EDPs, or Web based 
systems such as My Dream Explorer or Career Cruising to help students write their 
education and career goals, including strategies and high school classes that will help 

http://www.careercruising.com/
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them reach these goals. In addition, a free online career exploration course called 
CareerForward (cFWD) is available through Michigan Virtual University (MVU) as a 
resource. The cFWD course provides a good starting point for students to explore the 
world of work in the 21st century. For more information, visit  www.mivhs.com. 

 

The Essential Elements for an EDP 
No specific form or format is required for an EDP. Schools may design EDPs that best 
meet their local needs. The following are some essential elements to include in any 
EDP: 
 
Å Personal Information: This usually includes the studentôs name, date of birth, and 
grade level. The school could use a personal identification number for each student to 
maintain confidentiality when sharing information among staff or publishing information 
online. The EDP is a learning and planning document and should be maintained with 
the same policies governing other student records, as required in the Family Education 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 
 
Å Career Goal(s): Each student should identify a career pathway and goals for achieving 
success. Goals may be more general in middle school and become more specific as 
the student progresses through high school. 
 
Å Educational/Training Goal(s): Each student should identify the level of educational 
preparation needed to meet his or her career goal. This encourages students to think 
beyond high school graduation and set long-range goals. Options include on-the-job 
training, military service, certificate programs, two year associate degree programs, 
apprenticeship programs, trade or technical education, four-year university programs, 
and advanced university degree or professional preparation programs. 
 
Å Assessment Results: The student may summarize the results of various assessments, 
highlighting information that is relevant to making career decisions. Assessment data 
may include formal and informal data such as: career interest surveys, aptitude testing, 
informal observations, student projects or hobbies, academic achievement, values 
assessments, and extracurricular activities. From this information, students will be able 
to identify individual interests and strengths. Students may also set improvement goals. 
Over time, students will be able to use this information to confirm career decisions or 
adjust goals. 
 
Å Plan(s) of Action: The action plan should include high school course selections, 
projected completion date, desired degree, certificate or other credential, timeline for 
college application, financial assistance deadlines, and employment opportunities. The 
plan may also identify special resources and support needed for the studentôs success 
in the Personal Curriculum (PC). For example, an EDP might contain a personal literacy 
plan to aid students who are struggling readers or a prevention plan for students who 
have been identified as at risk of dropping out of high school. Activities may include 

http://www.mivhs.com/
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volunteer or work-related experiences including job shadowing, mentorship programs in 
community businesses, or part-time employment in areas related to the studentôs 
career goal(s). 
 
The scope of student planning can include career awareness or exploration activities, 
work-based activities, and course selections that will prepare her/him for greater 
understanding of career options and achievement of career goals. 
 
Students may also investigate educational programs available within the school or 
college curriculum that will provide opportunities to become more aware and skilled in a 
career pathway (e.g., an internship in a community agency or intensive project-based 
learning in a particular course). The student should also take the time to explore the 
opportunities for earning college credit while still in high school through Advanced 
Placement (AP) courses, dual enrollment, International Baccalaureate (IB), and other 
programs. 
 
Å Parent Consultation/Endorsement: Parents/guardians should have the opportunity to 
review and endorse their childôs EDP. This will give parents access to information about 
emerging careers and employment trends so they can help their children to prepare for 
the future. Parents/guardians may also need to discuss assessment results or have 
assistance interpreting them. Students should be encouraged to discuss career-related 
issues with their parents and share their goals and action plans. 
 

What Happens After the EDP Is Written? 
A studentôs EDP should be reviewed and updated on at least an annual basis. An EDP 
process could also include yearly work samples that document the studentôs progress 
toward anticipated goals and accomplishments. The school must establish times to 
annually review EDPs and update them as students choose and change high school 
courses or career pathways. 
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BUSINESS AND COMPUTER EDUCATION 
 

 

Credits earned in this department will be applied toward the three (3) credit 

"electives" requirement for graduation from Okemos High School. 

 

COURSE  A+ (PC Systems Servicing and Troubleshooting) 

FOR:   10/11/12 

CREDIT:  1 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

A+ is a hands-on course in which students understand and master the most up-to-

date concepts needed to pass the A+ certification exam.  The course is divided 

into two major sections:  PC Systems Servicing and PC Systems Troubleshooting.  

During the first part of the course students find out how a PCôs components work, 

how the operating system works, and basic systems servicing.  After completion of 

the course students will be able to identify the significant components found in 

a PC, disassemble and reassemble a PC, repair PC problems, upgrade hardware 

components, and build a PC for their own personal use.  The A+ certification exam 

will be given at the completion of this course. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:     Accounting Systems  

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2 (Elective or Math Related Credit) 

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

Students learn the basic accounting principles and apply these principles to 

various business simulations and other accounting projects.  This course covers 

the entire accounting cycle and the necessary information to handle most of the 

record keeping skills in today's accounting atmosphere.  The students will also 

apply the skills they learn through serving as the accountant in practice sets to 

simulate business events and transactions as they occur.  QuickBooks will be used 

to simulate business events and transactions.  The Internet will be used as a 

research tool for accounting projects and stock market investment simulations.  

This course is designed to prepare the student who is entering the business field 

in college or the student who is seeking an entry-level position in the 

accounting field. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:     Advanced Accounting (Computerized)   

FOR:       11/12 

CREDIT:     1 (Elective or Math Related Credit) 

PREREQUISITES:   Accounting Systems 

 

Students who show proficiency after taking Accounting I are encouraged to take 

Advanced Accounting.  This course reviews and reinforces concepts that were used 

in Accounting I.  During the course, students will learn how to use preprogrammed 

software that covers the general ledger, accounts receivable and accounts 

payable.  These statements include transactions which involve purchase and sales 

on account, correcting and adjusting entries, sales discounts, credit terms, and 

purchase discounts.  The class is designed to introduce students to the problem-

solving capacity of the microcomputer. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:  Advanced Placement Computer Science A/AB 

FOR:   11/12 

CREDIT:  1 (Elective or Math Related Credit) 

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Algebra II, good working knowledge of 

    computers and software, A.P. teacher approval 
 

A.P. Computer Science is a course designed to teach the fundamentals of computer 

science with an emphasis on programming in Java.  This class is intended for the 

student who has a strong interest in computer programming and the desire to learn 

the concepts of, the functions of, and the implementation of different computer 

ideas.  This will include the study of fundamental operators, decision-making 
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processes, strings, data handling, structures, Java Events, recursion, and common 

algorithms.  Students are required to take A.P. examination. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:   Computer Applications for Personal Use   

FOR:       9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:    ½  

PREREQUISITES:  Keyboarding or knowledge of the keyboard suggested 
 

This is an IBM based course that utilizes Microsoft Office 2007 and Adobe 

Photoshop and Video editing software.  This course is designed to teach students 

the basic and advanced functions of word processing, desktop publishing, 

presentations, spreadsheets, databases and graphic design.  During the semester, 

the student will learn to integrate data, text, and graphics within each software 

package.  Along with this knowledge, they will learn the value and use of 

professional documents, templates, style sheets, and presentations.  These skills 

can be applied to courses offered in academic areas as well as prepare the 

student for future computer use whether it be for college, career, or personal 

use. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:    Computer Information Systems   

FOR:       10/11/12  

CREDIT:    ½  

PREREQUISITES:  Keyboarding or knowledge of the keyboard suggested 

 

Computer Information Systems is a hands-on course in which students understand, 

explore, and master the most up-to-date computer concepts. The major 

concentration area is creating a web site.  The course will be divided into 

several major sections depending on the software that we are using.  Students 

will be introduced to Studio 8.  In this package they will earn and understand 

the following software programs:  Flash 8, Dreamweaver, Fireworks, ColdFusion and 

Freehand.  Instruction will be provided through hands-on lectures and several 

projects.  Students will publish their final work on their own website.  

  

 

COURSE:  Advanced Computer Information Systems 

FOR:   10/11/12 

CREDIT:  ½ 

PREREQUISITES: Computer Information Systems 

 

Advanced Computer Information Systems is a hands-on course in which students 

understand and master the most up-to-date concepts needed to create a 

professional web site.  Students will have advanced instruction in Studio 8.  In 

this package they will further their understanding and application of the 

following software programs:  Flash 8, Dreamweaver, Fireworks, ColdFusion, and 

Freehand.  Instruction will be provided through hands-on lectures and several 

projects.  Students will publish their final work on their own web site. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:    Cooperative Education   

FOR:       11/12  

CREDIT:    2  

PREREQUISITES:   Approval of the coordinator.  Must be enrolled in and 

successfully complete a year of related class in a work 

related area, concurrent to enrollment in co-op, i.e. 

Employment Essentials, Accounting, Marketing and Management, 

Computer Applications for Personal Use, Computer Information 

Systems, Baking, Foods or another arranged and approved 

through the coordinator. 

 

Students work at a training station in the area of their vocational pursuit 

(short or long-range goals).  Student enrollment is based on a contract with the 

student, parent, employer, and coordinator.  Students receive on-the-job 

instruction from the employer, by whom they are supervised and evaluated.  The 

cooperative education coordinator acts as the liaison to administer the program. 

Students are required to fulfill the terms of the co-op contract which is due 
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upon entrance into the program, and work a minimum average of fifteen hours a 

week, totaling 135 hours per nine-week term, or 270 total semester hours.  The 

duration of the contract is the school year unless specified on the contract. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:     Employment Essentials A/B 

FOR:        11/12 

CREDIT:     ½ - 1 (May enroll as semester or year long class.) 

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

Students will study the business and economic environment in which all of us 

live.  They will develop skills in the wise selection and use of goods and 

services.  Emphasis will be placed upon workplace interactions, ethics, teamwork, 

safety issues, and specific student interests.  Students will develop competence 

in managing their own personal business system and explore its integral role in 

our total economy.  This will be accomplished through the study of the economy, 

careers, consumerism, money management, banking, credit, insurance, saving and 

investing, marketing, trade, and mathematics as it pertains to these topics.  

This course fulfills the "work related class" requirement for Co-op and Work 

Experience 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Course:     Introduction to Computer Programming 

For:        10/11/12 

Credit:     ½ (Elective or Math Related Credit) 

PREREQUISITES:    Knowledge of Computers 

 

This course is based on the programming language ñJavaò and is designed to introduce 

students to object-oriented programming. The student will incorporate and use the 

knowledge learned, in this class, to produce programs and web functions/pages that are 

applicable in todayôs technology world.  The basic structure of this course will teach 

students to problem solve, design algorithms, use loops and arrays, implement classes, and 

create Java events within a windows environment.  This class is designed to challenge 

students who want to go beyond the basic computer classes. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:  Introduction to Networking (Semester I) 

FOR:   9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:  ½ 

PREREQUISITES:  None 

 

This course provides an overview and introduction to current PC and networking technology. 

It introduces the Microsoft Windows, MS DOS operating systems, and basic networking 

concepts.  Core networking concepts and ideas such as Network Connectivity, Intro to 

Netware, Intro to Novell Directory Services, Network Printing, etc. are examined.  Other 

topics such as the Open systems Interconnection (OSI) reference model, TCP/IP 

fundamentals, and NetWare server installation may be introduced as time permits. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:  Computer Network Administration (Semester II) 

FOR:   9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:  ½ 

PREREQUISITES: Introduction to Networking 

 

This course is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills to perform 

competently in the role of network administrator or system manager.  Students completing 

this course will be able to accomplish fundamental network tasks on a Novell NetWare 5.1 

network.  It is designed to guide students along a curriculum path that leads to the 

Certified Novell Administration (CNA) certification and is structured to lay the basis for 

more advanced Novell certification offered at university, college or community college 

level.  Students are encouraged to take the CNA test upon completion of the course. 

 

NOTE:  Completing or testing out of the Introduction to Networking course is a requirement 

for enrollment in this course. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE:    Keyboarding  

FOR:       9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:    ½  

PREREQUISITES:   None    

 

Keyboarding is a must in today's computerized world.  Students develop skill using the 

touch method to keyboard quickly and accurately.  Students will learn Microsoft 2007, Word 

and Excel programs.  Students then use this skill in producing letters, report writing, 

and tabulations.  Students will also use spreadsheet software to learn basic worksheet 

skills and the numeric keypad. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:     Entrepreneruship 

FOR:       10/11/12 

CREDIT:    1 (This is a year long class.) 

PREREQUISITES:  Approval of instructor ONLY.  Applications are available at the end 

of January for fall enrollment. 

 

Running the O.H.S. Spirit Shop provides an intensive, hands-on approach to 

entrepreneurship.  Actual products are marketed in the store environment.  Marketing 

skills such as economics, entrepreneurship, sales, promotion, display, buying, human 

relations, record keeping, receiving and marking, and inventory control are acquired in 

the classroom setting.  Students are encouraged to work together as they rotate through 

the various store positions helping to foster qualities such as leadership, 

resourcefulness, initiative, and teamwork.  May be repeated for credit. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:     Work Experience  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1/4-1  

PREREQUISITES:   Approval of the coordinator.  Must successfully complete a semester 

of related class in a work related area, either previous or 

concurrent to enrollment in Work Experience, i.e. Employment 

Essentials, Word Processing, Accounting, Marketing and Management, 

Computer Application, Computer Information Systems, Baking or another 

class arranged and approved through the coordinator.  

 

This course is designed to provide students with an opportunity to explore the world of 

work through employment.  Students enrolling in this course will be placed on a job with 

the consent of parents and the coordinator.  Students are required to thoroughly complete 

a work contract, which is due upon entrance into the program and to work a minimum average 

of ten hours per week, for a minimum of ninety (90) hours during the nine-week term.  

Evaluation is based on the employer's review as well as diligence in following the 

contract.  Students can earn 1/4 credit per nine weeks. 

______________________________________________________________________________   
 

COURSE:     Sports and Entertainment Marketing  

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   Keyboarding or knowledge of keyboard suggested.  Computer 

Applications and/or Computer Systems helpful  

 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing introduces students to individual marketing components 

and the importance that marketing plays in our economic system utilizing the specific 

environments of sports and entertainment.  Through the use of the Internet and a variety 

of software programs, students learn economics, event promotion, merchandising, packaging, 

product marketing, market research, endorsements and sponsorship.  Career planning in the 

marketing, sports and entertainment industries is researched.   
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CAPITAL AREA CAREER CENTER/EATON ISD/LCC 
 

The Capital Area Career Center and its off site programs are extensions of the 

Okemos High School Program.  Only Junior and Senior students from Okemos High 

School can obtain specialized occupational learning experiences in 28 different 

program areas.  Selected Okemos High School extra-curricular and social 

activities will still be available to students.  Students will graduate and 

receive a regular diploma from Okemos High School.  However, they will also 

receive a certificate of program completion from the Career Center.  Some of the 

programs are two years long ï others require a year or less of course work to 

complete.  Certain programs may be started in high school and finished up post  

high school graduation, through enrollment at either LCC or MSU (in the case of 

Histotechnology). 

 

Occupational offerings through the Capital Area Career Center/Eaton Intermediate 

will permit the student to: 

 

 

   1.   Achieve an employable skill to prepare for the world of 

        work immediately upon graduation from Okemos High School. 

 

   2.   Get a head start on a pre-professional career goal with 

        work experience before graduation from high school. 

 

   3.   Prepare for a more interesting, higher paying, part-time 

        job to offset the cost of a college education. 

 

   4.   Prepare learners for the workplace of the future and the 

        pursuit of lifelong learning opportunities. 

 

5.   Give students advanced college placement and in some programs, actual  

        college credit at post high school institutions, such as Lansing  

        Community College and Ferris State. 

 

Classes available at the Career Center are offered to a selected number of 

students during two block-time periods.  A.M. sessions begin at 8:00 a.m. and 

conclude at 10:40 a.m.  P.M. sessions begin at 11:35 a.m. and end at 2:15 p.m. 

Students must provide their own transportation to Cosmetology (which includes 

Saturday morning sessions and extended daily hours to meet certification 

requirements).  A few other offsite programs require the studentôs own 

transportation (see chart on next page) 

 

The Career Center is located five miles south of Okemos High School in Mason.  

Bus transportation is available.  Three and one half units of credit are given 

for the successful completion of the year-long courses (Cosmetology and Food 

Service students receive 4.0 credits).  Students may receive a credit/no credit 

grade or letter grades. Interested students can learn more about these programs 

and complete applications for enrollment by checking with a high school counselor 

or Ms. Bartel, C.A.C.C. Coordinator. 

 

Inasmuch as enrollment at the Career Center includes students from eleven Ingham 

County high schools as well as Eaton County schools, approximately 75 Okemos High 

School students are eligible to attend.  Sophomores and Juniors interested in 

exploring individual programs are encouraged to complete program visits 

(scheduled in February) for enrollment during March for their Junior and/or 

Senior year(s).  Students should listen for the program visit announcement, talk 

with their counselor, or see Ms. Bartel in room D141 for more specific 

information on program dates and the enrollment process. 
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 ENGLISH 

 
Complete reading lists for each course listed in the English Department are 

available from the teacher of the course and will be distributed to parents at 

Open House each fall. 

 

COURSE:     Literature and Composition 9  

FOR:        9  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   This course or its equivalent, English 9, is required of all 

   9th grade students 
 

Literature and Composition 9 approaches literature both thematically and by 

genre.  Major themes are the journey through life, coming of age, and diversity. 

Some of the focus works read are To Kill a Mockingbird, Romeo and Juliet, The 

Odyssey , and selected short stories and poems found in the Holt Reinhart 

Anthology .  Each unit also includes a variety of literature in addition to the 

works cited above and a variety of writings pertinent to that unit.  All freshmen 

will produce a critical analysis paper and a research project or paper.  Various 

creative writing projects will also be completed.  (The only course directly 

substituting for this course is English 9.) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:  English 9 

FOR:   9 

CREDIT:  1 

PREREQUISITES:   Teacher recommendation 

 

This course may be substituted for Literature and Composition 9 by students who 

need special development in the areas of reading and writing.  Whenever possible 

readings will correspond to those in Lit./Comp. 9 using the McDougal Littell 

Anthology and supplementary materials. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Literature and Composition 10   

FOR:        10  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Lit/Comp 9 or English 9, with teacher recommendation.  This 

course or its equivalent, (English 10, or acceleration into 

American Literature, when appropriate), is required of all 

tenth grade students. 
 

This course focuses on applying and expanding concepts introduced in Literature 

and Composition 9, while incorporating a strong focus on the subject of ñVoices.ò 

A diversity of voices in American society and the global community will be 

explored through a diversity of media.  Literacy in a world where ñtextò comes in 

the form of story, music, electronic communication, comedy, and advertising will 

be stressed.  Students will be asked to produce a wide variety of written 

products (including creative writing, exposition, and reflective writing).  These 

products will demonstrate an understanding of traditional and contemporary 

literature as well as modern media.  Course texts will include Of Mice and Men , a 

Shakespearean text (Much Ado About Nothing  or Julius Caesar ), a literature circle 

selection, and other texts at the teacherôs discretion from the following:  

Finding Fish , Inherit the Wind , Brave New World , A Separate Peace , Antigone , Lord  

of the Flies , The Catcher  in the Rye , and The Girl With A Pearl Earring . 

 

Note:  American Literature may be substituted for the 10th grade requirement if 

the following criteria are met: 

 

1. Checklist evaluation completed by the Lit/Comp 9 teacher concerning 

strength as a student, work habits, analytical ability and maturity. 

2. For the SAT, add the scores of the Critical/Reading and Writing 

portion and divide by two.  This number must be 600 or above.  For the 

ACT, a score of 26 or above on Combined English Writing must be 

attained. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     English 10  

FOR:        10  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Teacher recommendation 

 

This course may be substituted for Literature and Composition 10 by students who 

need additional individual attention in language skills areas, using the McDougal 

Littell Anthology and supplementary materials.  Whenever possible, readings will 

correspond to those in Lit./Comp. 10.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     English 11  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Required ninth and tenth grade courses and teacher   

   recommendation 

 

This course stresses basic writing and reading skills.  It is designed for those 

students needing special attention in those areas and is a continuation of Basic 

English 10, but not limited only to students who have been in a basic curriculum. 

Concepts in American literature are included within the course work using the 

McDougal Littell Anthology and supplementary materials.  Students who have taken 

Lit./Comp. 10, may only receive credit for English 11 if this course has been 

approved for them by the department chair. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Reading, Writing, and Reflecting  

FOR:        11/12                

CREDIT:     1        

PREREQUISITES:  English 10 or Lit./Comp. 10 

 

This course will offer a thematic study of literature and writing for students 

planning to attend a two-year or four-year college.  The curriculum is 

appropriate for students who want to read contemporary literature and who are 

seeking intensive, individualized writing instruction.  Course work combines 

popular and traditional readings with a variety of reflective activities, 

including discussion, journaling, and formal writing.  Possible thematic units 

include:  Fighters and Survivors, Rebels and Causes, and Mystery Mayhem and Sci-

Fi. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     American Literature  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Lit./Comp. 9 and Lit./Comp. 10      See note below. 

(This elective is designed for college preparatory students.) 

 

This course offers a comprehensive study of American literature from pre-colonial 

times to the present.  In addition to reading poems, stories, essays, and novels 

students can expect to be challenged by the material and the assignments which 

include essay writing, class presentations, and essay testing.  Books such as The 

Scarlet Letter, *The Great Gatsby, *Huckleberry Finn, Streetcar Named Desire, Old  

 

Man and the Sea, One Flew Over the Cuckooôs Nest, A Prayer for Owen Meany, and 

The Crucible  may supplement regular textbook assignments.  (*Core curriculum 

novels.)  Daily discussion and preparation for class are expected. 

NOTE:  American Literature may be substituted for the 10th grade requirement if 

the following criteria are met: 

 

1. Checklist evaluation completed by the Lit./Comp. 9 teacher 

concerning strength as a student, work habits, analytical ability 

and maturity. 

2. For the SAT, add the scores of the Critical/Reading and Writing 

portion and divide by two.  This number must be 600 or above.  For 
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the ACT, a score of 26 or above on Combined English Writing must be 

attained. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:     Senior English  

FOR:        12  

CREDIT:     1  

RECOMMENDATIONS:  Three full years of high school English 

 

This course is designed for students who have already had three years of high 

school English but still experience difficulty in the areas of writing and 

analyzing literature.  Writing and researching skills will be taught; students 

will learn techniques to become better writers.  Students will read at least one 

independent work of popular fiction and the following works:  The DaVinci Code  

(Brown), Harry Potter and the Sorcererôs Stone (Rowling), A Time to Kill  

(Grisham),The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night  (Haddon), and My Sisterôs 

Keeper  (Picoult).  Students will explore and discuss themes and issues in these 

books. The class will engage students in whole class and small group discussions 

literary circles, creative projects, analytical essays, books reviews and journal 

writing.    

_______________________________________________________________________________  
 

COURSE:     College Prep. Expository Writing  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   Lit/Comp 10  
 

This is a college preparatory course in essay and other objective writing skills 

and techniques.  It is strongly recommended for the college preparatory student. 

The focus is on the development of a variety of essay styles and on secondary  

research techniques.  Students enrolling in the course are committing themselves 

to the successful completion of approximately one essay per week and to the 

successful completion of an assigned research paper.  Emphasis will be on the use 

of both peer and teacher critiquing as well as the successful completion of a 

variety of writing assignments.  (Maximum enrollment 23 students) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Creative Writing  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   Lit/Comp 10 and great interest in creative self-expression 

 

This class will provide instruction and experience in a variety of creative 

writing genre.  Those interested in writing poems, stories, and sketches may 

enroll.  Students enrolling in this course should plan to write every day, with a 

finished writing project due every week.  This course is designed for those 

students who really enjoy writing. (Maximum enrollment 23 students.)   

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:   Journalism  

FOR:    10/11/12  

CREDIT:   1/2 (can be repeated for credit as Advanced Journalism with 

teacher approval)  

PREREQUISITES:  B average or above in English classes 11  

 

This elective course focuses on news, feature, advertising, and editorial 

writing for the OHS student publication, The Chronicle . Emphasis will be on 

use of InDesign and Photoshop for design, editing, layout, photography, and 

art. Editors will be responsible for creating individual pages while photo and 

graphic editors work on their art. Students will be responsible for writing, 

selling advertisements, and producing publications. Course will explore 

possibility of online publication to reflect current trends in the journalism 

and publishing industry. (Maximum enrollment 23 students.)  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE:  English Grammar 

FOR:   11/12 

CREDIT:  1/2 

PREREQUISITES: Lit/Comp 9 and Lit/Comp 10 

 

This elective course is designed for the college preparatory student who wishes 

to gain a more solid understanding of traditional grammar, mechanics, and usage 

prior to beginning his or her college career.  Students will review the 

fundamentals of traditional English grammar and consider the system of grammar 

and usage.  Additionally, students will consider the ways in which an 

understanding of grammatical concepts can strengthen written expression.  This is 

not a remedial class. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:   Contemporary Literature  

FOR:       11/12  

CREDIT:    1/2 

RECOMMENDATIONS:  Lit/Comp9 and Lit/Comp 10   

 

This course will center on outstanding and award-winning contemporary literature 

reflecting several genres.  A variety of books, both assigned and chosen 

individually, will stimulate exploration, discussion, and reflection of themes 

found in these books.  Reflections on the reading material will be done in group 

discussions, literary circles, creative projects, analytical essays, book reviews 

and journal entries.  The course is designed for students who enjoy reading and 

are willing to stretch their present scope of literary taste.  Some award-winning 

selections will be drawn from recipients of the Edgar Award, Hugo Award, Booker 

Prize, Pulitzer Prize, etc.  Selections will vary from year to year, but may 

include the following:  The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nightime , The Kite 

Runner , The Life of Pi , Maus I and II , About a Boy , Wit , The Lovely Bones , and 

The House on Mango Street.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:  Impact of Non-Fiction 

FOR:   11, 12 

CREDIT:  1/2 

PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of the required freshman and sophomore 

English classes. 

 

This English elective will be an intensive course focusing on leadership and 

community service, with a strong component of non-fiction literature.  Students 

will read current and traditional texts and watch documentary films that have 

made an impact on the way we see the world and our responsibilities to the human 

environment.  Students will read the following: 

 

 The Glass Castle  

Tuesdays With Morrie  

 Nickel and Dimed  

 The Pianist  

 Itôs Not About the Bike 

 Bringing Down the House  

 Please Stop Laughing at Me  

 The Bookseller of Kabul  

Additionally, students may view Miracle, Supersize  Me, Invisible Children  and 

Hotel Rwanda , Roger and Me, and Sicko .  

 

Students will write an average of one creative non-fiction essay each week.    

Students will be required to perform at least 12 hours of community service 

during the course of the semester, culminating in a whole-class project completed 

at the end of the year. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE:    Developmental Reading  

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2 

RECOMMENDATIONS:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 

 

The emphasis of this class is improving reading skills through young adult 

literature as well adapted classic stories and short stories.  Students will keep 

a reading journal as well as other writing assignments as part of the class work. 

Class discussion, projects and individual assignments also are included in this 

course. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     British Literature 

FOR:        11,12 

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Lit/Comp 9 and Lit/Comp 10 or American Literature 

 

This course is a college preparatory course involving a humanities approach; 

historical facts, religious trends, art, music, and ideas which correspond to the 

various literary movements are studied each term.  The emphasis is on group 

projects and college writing assignments.  This covers Beowulf , Canterbury Tales , 

and Arthurian legends, an intensive study of Shakespeare, and Restoration works 

of literature, the Enlightenment, Romantic Poetry, Victorian, Edwardian, and 20th 

Century.  Second semester will also emphasize the emergence of the novel as genre 

and may include several guided independent and group novels. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

COURSE:     Advanced Placement Literature and Composition  

FOR:        12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   American Lit. or British Lit. and approval through the 

application process.  Required to take A.P. Exam. AP students 

are strongly encouraged to have taken both American and 

British Literature Courses. 

 

Designed for students of superior reading and writing ability.  Students must go 

through the application process, which begins in the third term of the previous 

year.  Advanced Placement students should expect to take a regular part in class 

discussion and in the presentation of material.  Regular examinations and essays 

will prepare the student to take an examination for college credit at the end of 

the year.  The class will proceed at an accelerated pace, and the plays, novels, 

stories, and poems studied will be consistent with the adult level of reading and 

analysis that is required of college students.  Students must obtain a summer 

reading list and assignments from the teacher. (maximum enrollment 23 students)  

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

APPLIED ENGLISH 

 

 

The following courses do not meet NCAA Clearinghouse requirement.  Most colleges 

will not accept these as English credit. 

 

COURSE:     College Preparatory Study Skills (CPSS) 

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:   ½ (May be repeated for credit.)   

RECOMMENDATIONS:  Recommendation of counselor, academic teachers, TEAM, or ER 

 

This self-improvement class includes direct teaching of skills in goal setting, 

note-taking, test-taking, reading rate (skimming) and comprehension.  SAT and ACT 

preparation through root words, and test question examples are also part of the 

curriculum.  A three-ring binder and planner are required to enable students to 

improve organization.  Individual student conferences are used weekly to discuss 

specific classes or concerns.  Time is also allowed for recreational reading with 

SSR (Sustained Silent Reading). 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE:  English As a Second Language 

FOR:   9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:  ½ (May be repeated for credit.) 

   Eligibility determined by faculty assessment  

 

English Language Learners will be assessed for English proficiency at or near the 

time of registration to determine whether placement in an ñEnglish as Second 

Languageò (ESL) class is appropriate.  Students enrolled in the ESL class will be 

permitted to drop the class upon passing an exit exam at the end of a semester.   

 

The ESL class will be offered on a credit/no credit basis and letter grades will 

not be issued.  The studentôs grade-point average is not affected by the 

credit/no credit designation. 

 

Students enrolled in the ESL class are encouraged to take two additional classes 

for support in English:  Developmental Reading and English 9 or 10. 

 

An English Language Learner enrolled in ESL can elect to take all classes on a 

credit/no credit basis.  As with the ESL class, a credit/no credit designation 

will not affect the studentôs grade-point average.  To receive a credit, a 

student must earn a minimum of 60%.  A student will be allowed to repeat a course 

to improve proficiency and/or to earn a letter grade, but credit can only be 

earned once for the class.  The class taken for credit will be replaced on the 

transcript with the graded class. 

 

If the English Language Learner intends to graduate from Okemos High School, the 

student must earn 22 credits and satisfy specific OHS course requirements.   

   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Yearbook 

FOR:        10/11/12 

CREDIT:     1 

PREREQUISITES:   Approval of instructor ONLY.  Applications available from the 

teacher. 

 

Be part of history in the making!  Students will enter the exciting world of 

publishing and produce the Okemos High School Yearbook using the latest computer 

technology to produce a high quality, all color yearbook. Students are 

responsible for conducting interviews, writing and editing copy, designing and 

producing layouts, taking and cropping photographs and learning to operate a 

small business.  If you enjoy working on the computer, photography, writing, 

business, and the excitement of deadlines-we need you! This course is repeatable 

for credit. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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English Courses Flowchart 
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FINE ARTS APPLIED 

DRAMA, SPEECH, TV 

  

 

 
COURSES LISTED IN THIS SECTION MAY, AT THE STUDENT'S CHOOSING, COUNT FOR ENGLISH 

CREDIT OR BE APPLIED TO FINE ARTS GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENT.     

 

 

Note:  Certain universities (including MSU) do not accept courses in this area   

       as meeting English entrance requirements. 

 

 

COURSE:    Drama  

FOR:       9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:    ½ or 1 

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

This Drama class accommodates two separate courses (Acting and Stagecraft), 

taught simultaneously in each semester.  Depending on their interest and 

schedule, students may select: 

 

 One of the two courses for a semester-long experience 

 One of the two courses, both semesters, for a year-long experience 

 Both courses, one each semester, for a year-long experience 

 

The Acting course is designed for students who enjoy watching and performing 

drama and offers a broad background in theatre history and drama techniques.  

Through practical group work students learn the basics of stage movement, 

character and scene development, and develop their acting skills.  As the course 

is largely practical, the majority of assessment is based on performance and 

projects, but includes quizzes, presentations and theatre reviews.  Students also 

learn about the various technical aspects of theatre including costume, props, 

make-up, publicity, lighting, sound and set design.  An active involvement is the 

fall and winter plays and spring musical (as an actor or crew member) is 

encouraged.  The Acting course is structured around the practical study of the 

history of theatre and focuses on the performance of scenes from a major dramatic 

work each period.  In Semester I, units include Greek & Roman Theatre, Medieval 

Theatre, Elizabethan Theatre, Restoration Theatre, Melodrama and Social Comedy. 

In Semester II, units include Naturalism & Epic Theatre, Theatre of the Absurd & 

Expressionism, and Contemporary Theatre (Musical & World Theatre) 

 

The Stagecraft course is designed for the students who enjoy the technical 

aspects of theater and are interested in developing their practical skills and 

learning more about set design and construction, lighting, sound, costumes, make-

up and props. The course includes some study of the history of theatre, focusing 

on the major technical developments of each period and students are assessed on 

their understanding of the development of technical theatre and stagecraft 

terminology.  Most of the course is practical work, however, based around the 

school productions and thus an active involvement in the fall and winter plays 

and the spring musical as a crew member is required.  Throughout the course, 

students create a portfolio of work which forms the basis of their grade.  The 

portfolio is comprised of design notes, lighting and sound plots, drawings, 

photographs, reflections on practical work (recorded in journal format, study 

notes, service hours log sheets and theatre reviews (from a technical 

perspective).  The portfolio is turned in at the end of each marking period for 

evaluation. The final exam takes the form of a presentation of a design proposal 

for an upcoming show at the high school.   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE:    Public Speaking ï Semester I  

FOR:       9,10,11,12  

CREDIT:    1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

This course gives students an opportunity to build self-confidence through actual 

speaking experiences.  Students will work through a variety of extemporaneous 

speaking assignments the first term, which include the research speech and the 

demonstration speech.  During term 2, students will learn how to debate, be 

placed in debate teams and run a debate tournament in class.  Students will have 

an opportunity to DJ during the lunch hours at the school radio station, WOHS, 

The Rage.  This course may be repeated for credit. 

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:  Public Speaking ï Semester II 

FOR:   9, 10, 11, 12 

CREDIT:  1/2 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course gives students an opportunity to build self-confidence through a 

variety of speaking situations.  Students will learn the history of radio and be 

required to do a speech on some aspect of it.  Students will do a radio 

commercial, television commercial, a radio show, and broadcast related speaking 

assignments.  Students will also be responsible for operating the school radio 

station, WOHS, The Rage , during the lunch hours.  This course may be repeated for 

credit. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:   Television I   

FOR:       9,10,11,12  

CREDIT:    1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

This course explores the world of television, its history and the impact it has 

had on our daily lives.  Students will learn how a television program is put 

together and how to work as a team to create a television program.  Students will 

work in the television studio, directing, filming, scripting, editing, and 

produce a show for Channel 26.  Students will be required to work on filming crew 

2 afternoons or evenings per term, as part of the course study.  This course has 

limited enrollment and may be repeated for credit. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

                                                                           

COURSE:     Television II 

FOR:        9,10,11,12   

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:  Television I 

 

This course continues to explore and expand the studentôs working knowledge of 

television programming, editing, producing and scripting.  Students will work 

together as a team to produce a feature show for Channel 26 about the community 

and the district.  Students will learn how to operate a television station.  Come 

film sporting events, concerts, plays and student events.  Some filming may be 

done in other schools in the district.  Students will be required to work on a 

film crew two afternoons or evenings per term.   This course may be repeated for 

credit. 
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FINE ARTS - MUSIC 
 
 

COURSES IN THIS SECTION APPLY TOWARD FINE ARTS GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS  

 

 

COURSE:  Marching Band/Freshman Band 

FOR:   9 

CREDIT:  1 

PREREQUISITES: Audition with instructor, which may be waived by previous 

participation in Okemos Public Schoolsô band program. 

  

COURSE:     Marching Band/Concert Band 

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     l  

PREREQUISITES:  Audition with instructor, which may be waived by previous 

participation in Okemos Public Schoolsô band program. 

 

COURSE:     Marching Band/Symphonic Wind Ensemble    

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Audition with instructor, which may be waived by previous 

participation in Okemos Schoolsô band program. 

 

Freshman Band, Concert Band, and Symphonic Wind Ensemble are the three concert 

band offerings at OHS.  These bands combine to form the Okemos Chieftain Marching 

Band from mid-August (prior to the start of school) to approximately November 1. 

The Band program is structured to encourage students involved in athletics and 

other school activities to participate fully.  During the Marching Season, the 

Marching Band learns popular music and traditional Okemos High School tunes in 

indoor music rehearsals.  Specially written drills are learned outdoors on a 

lined practice field.  Music and drill are combined to produce pre-game and 

halftime shows of high caliber.  Leadership is developed through the selection of 

band leaders including: Drum Major, Assistant Drum Major and Color Guard Captain 

and section leaders, as well as student band staff.  Color Guard is open to 

woodwind players in grades 10, 11, and 12.  Color Guard members are selected by 

tryout in the spring of the previous school year.  Oboe and bassoon players 

consult with the director for an alternate instrument, usually saxophone or 

flute.  Percussionists audition in the spring to determine instrument assignments 

in the drum line.  Individual responsibility and teamwork are among the qualities 

emphasized and developed.  After school commitments include Pre-Season Drills 

(one week scheduled prior to the opening of school), Wednesday evening rehearsals 

during the marching season, home varsity football games, marching band festival, 

and other special performances. 

 

At the conclusion of the marching season, the Concert Season begins.  Membership 

in the Concert Band and Symphonic Wind Ensemble is determined by audition for all 

in 10/11/12 grades.  All ensembles rehearse and perform the finest in band 

literature.  All styles of music are studied, including serious, light classic, 

marches, contemporary and popular.   High standards of achievement in the areas 

of performance, musical knowledge, responsibility, self-discipline, teamwork, and 

leadership are emphasized and developed.  In addition to full band performances, 

including winter and spring concerts, Fine Arts Festival and band festivals, 

students have the option of performance opportunities in Okemos Jazz Ensemble, 

Full Orchestra, Pit Orchestra, various ensembles, and participation in solo and 

ensemble festivals and honors bands.  Many students elect to study privately at 

this level.  However, private lessons are by no means a requirement for 

participation, nor are they necessary to earn the highest grades.  

 

Selected woodwind, brass and percussion players from the Symphonic Wind Ensemble 

meet with the string players once during school and once after school each week 

to form the Symphony Orchestra (Full Orchestra).  These rehearsals begin at the 

conclusion of the marching season in November. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                               



 

18 
 

 

COURSE:     Concert Choir  

FOR:        9(tenors and basses)/10/11/12(all voices)  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

Concert Choir is an experience in choral music for all students with an interest 

in singing.  No previous singing experience is necessary.  Vocal and musical 

development are encouraged through the singing of standard, seasonal, 

contemporary, pop and novelty music.  Attendance is required at public 

appearances such as winter and spring concerts and Michigan School Vocal 

Association festivals.  Concert Choir members may further develop their 

leadership and musical skills to a level where they can audition for more 

demanding activities such as Someko Singers and the school musical production. 

Anything less than a full year's participation (i.e. first or second semester 

only) must be arranged with the instructor in advance. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

COURSE:     Someko Singers  

FOR:        12 (11)  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Audition with Instructor 

     (See note below) 

 

Someko is a select ensemble comprising 20-24 of the school's best and most 

experienced singers.  It requires after school participation in up to 40 concerts 

and festivals each year.  Someko emphasizes music that is vocally and musically 

challenging.  A high degree of leadership and responsibility is expected in every 

student.   

Note: Before auditioning, students must have at least two year's participation in 

choir, band, or orchestra. In rare cases, this prerequisite may be met by 

concurrent enrollment in both Concert Choir and Someko in the upcoming school 

year.  Auditions for Someko are held in February and only those accepted may 

enroll. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:     Philharmonic/Concert String Orchestra  

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Audition with Instructor    

 

String Orchestra performs major string literature, which builds playing skills 

and musicianship.  Students entering the Orchestra for the first time should have 

prior playing experience.  The Orchestra performs for school functions, gives 

evening performances, and enters Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association 

festivals.  For one class period each week plus each Wednesday after school  

2:50-3:50), members of the String Orchestra meet with selected wind and 

percussion players (who must be members of Symphonic Band) to form the Okemos 

High School Symphony Orchestra. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

                                                                              

COURSE:   Freshman String Orchestra 

FOR:      9th Graders 

CREDIT:   1 (Year Long Course) 

PREREQUISITES:   Approval of the Instructor 

 

The freshman string orchestra will meet daily.  The course will offer 

intermediate to advanced string techniques along with string literature from 

popular string arrangements to the classics.  The orchestra will perform by 

itself as well as with the symphony orchestra for school concerts and festivals. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE:   Treble Ensemble 

FOR:      9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:   1 

PREREQUISITES:  None 

 

Treble Ensemble is an entry-level experience in choral music for ninth grade 

sopranos and altos, older students without previous singing experience and treble 

voices from all grade levels who are interested in singing choral literature 

written for womenôs voices.  There are no auditions for this group.  Vocal and 

musical development are encouraged through singing of standard, seasonal, 

contemporary, pop and novelty music.  Attendance is required at public 

appearances such as winter and spring concerts and Michigan School Vocal Music 

Association festivals.  Treble Ensemble members may further develop their 

leadership and musical skills to a level where they can audition for more 

demanding activities such as Someko Singers and the school musical production. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FINE ARTS-VISUAL ARTS 
 

 

COURSES IN THIS SECTION APPLY TOWARD FINE ARTS GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS    

  

 

                                                            

COURSE:     Advanced Placement Art  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Juniors and seniors with strong art background in the 

portfolio of choice.  Introductory courses in 2-D and 3-D art 

forms are required with an 80% average. 

 

A full year in A.P. Studio Art is equivalent to that of an introductory college 

art course and is undertaken for college credit based on evaluation of the 

student's submitted portfolio.  Students must indicate on their application which 

portfolio they are going to submit.  Both the A.P. fee and lab fee are required. 

  

1. 2-D Design Portfolio ï Designed to address the process of using the 

elements and principles of design.  Projects include graphic design, 

painting, collage, printmaking, photography, and digital images. 

2. Drawing Portfolio ï Designed to address a very broad interpretation of 

drawing issues and media.  Projects include painting, printmaking, and 

mixed media. 

______________________________________________________________________________    

                                                                             

COURSE:    Advanced Art  

FOR:       12  

CREDIT:    1  

PREREQUISITES:   Senior with good art background and departmental approval 

 

A full year course designed for the senior who is interested in a concentrated 

exposure to art or in developing a personal portfolio.  This course accompanies 

the Advanced Placement course but does not incur the expectations of Advanced 

Placement as the portfolio of work is not submitted for evaluation or college  

credit.  Two dimensional and three-dimensional problems are established and 

individualized problems may be worked out as well.  Full ranges of artistic media 

are up for consideration. 

________________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:     Graphic Design  

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   None, Drawing and Design recommended 

 

This course is the artistic study of design, advertisement, illustration and 

layout.  These techniques are learned through both drawing and computer aided 

design.  Students will work with computer programs such as Adobe Photoshop and 

Microsoft Publisher to further enhance their design techniques.  Computer 

assignments include digital self-identity collage, magazine advertisement and 

designs for businesses, music groups and companies.  Drawing and design 

assignments include logos, advertising cartoons and snack package design. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   

                                                                     

COURSE:    Drawing and Design I 

FOR:       9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:    1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   None, introductory course 

 

This is an introductory art class that explores the three main areas of art:  

Drawing, Two Dimensional, and Three Dimensional Design.  The drawing projects 

include portraits, perspective, and still life.  The Two Dimensional Design 
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Projects include cartooning, pen & ink design, printmaking, watercolor, and 

acrylic painting.  The Three Dimensional Design projects include basic clay hand 

building and papier-mâché.  Historical art works are studied along with each 

unit. 

______________________________________________________________________________    

  

COURSE:     Drawing & Design II 

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:  Drawing and Design recommended 

 

This course is an advanced semester of two-dimensional art.  The emphasis is on 

drawing, painting, and printmaking techniques.  This course combines advanced 

drawing, painting, and printmaking techniques.  A variety of drawing mediums, 

watercolor, acrylic, and relief printmaking processes are explored.  Many 

artistic styles are studied through art history lessons. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

                                                                           

COURSE:     Explorations in Multi-Cultural Art  

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   None, introductory course 

 

This is an introductory art class exploring the crafts, fine and folk art from 

many regions around the world.  These areas include:  Africa, Asia, the Middle 

East, Latin America, Europe, Australia, and Native Americans.  Projects include 

masks, copper tooling, painting, collage, clay sculpture, puppets, glass etching, 

and mosaics.  This class is open to all artistic abilities and interests. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   

                                                                             

COURSE:     Photo I  

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   None.  This course is not repeatable for credit. 

 

This course is a study of photography as a fine art.  Technical practices include 

the use of both film and digital cameras with an emphasis on film.  This course 

is mainly a lab class where pictures are taken, film is processed, and 

photographs are printed in the darkroom.  Other days are reserved for creative 

projects that involve digital photography and minor drawing and design.  Digital 

projects include surrealistic collages and mirroring of images on Adobe 

Photoshop.  Creative projects include creative frames, hand colored photographs, 

solarized paintings and hand woven photos. There is a $15.00 film fee for this 

course.   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

         

COURSE:    Photo II  

FOR:       10/11/12  

CREDIT:    1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   Photo 1.  This class is not repeatable for credit. 

 

This course is an in-depth study advancing all techniques learned in Photo I.  

Points of emphasis include creative darkroom processing, digital photography and 

Adobe Photoshop techniques and manipulations.  Students will learn about 

photojournalism, portraiture, nature photography and photographic careers.  

Students will also create a final portfolio showcasing all darkroom prints, 

digital work and creative projects.  There is a $20.00 film fee for this course. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE:  Three Dimensional Art 

FOR:   9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:  1/2  

PREREQUISITES: None, introductory course 

 

This is an introductory art class focusing on three-dimensional forms.  

Functional ceramic pieces and sculpture, as well as the potterôs wheel will be 

considered.  Ceramic projects include clay hand built vessels such as vases, a 

lamp/luminary, and a fountain.  Sculptural projects include plaster masks, 

papier-mâché forms, assemblage, carving, and relief processes.  Historical works 

are studied as examples.  There is an optional lab fee of $5.00 to glaze clay 

projects. 

_________________________________________________________________________________  
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Art Department Flow Chart 
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LIFE MANAGEMENT EDUCATION 

 

 
Credits earned in this department will be applied toward the three (3) credit 

"electives" requirement for graduation at Okemos High School.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:   Architecture and Interior Design  

FOR:    9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:   1/2  

PREREQUISITES:  None 

  

Students will develop a sense of taste through the knowledge and application of 

design elements and principles. Knowledge of residential architecture styles, 

backgrounds (walls, windows, floors), furniture style and arrangement, lighting, 

decorative accessories, and kitchen and bath design will enable students to make 

wise consumer and design choices. Students will also learn about basic 

construction, the importance of good storage and maintaining their property.  

Learning will be recorded in a 14 x 17-inch sketchbook which students will be 

able to keep. Students will complete a design project, which includes a floor 

plan, color/texture collage and a client needs assessment.  

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Interior designer, architect, home builder/contractor, set 

designer, retail buyer, real estate broker/sales.  

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:   Baking  

FOR:    9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:   1/2  

PREREQUISITES:  None 

  

Students learn the basics of baking including terminology, nutrition, measuring, 

etiquette, safety and sanitation, equipment and how to read a recipe. With this 

knowledge, students will study and learn the techniques of baking using a hands-

on approach. Students will become proficient in producing quick breads, yeast 

breads, cakes and frosting, pies and tarts, cookies, specialty desserts and more. 

Creativity and teamwork will be encouraged and food related careers will be 

explored. Each student will produce a cookbook, which they may keep for future 

reference.  

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Baker, chef, restaurateur  

_________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:   Cuisines of the World  

FOR:    9/10/ll/12  

CREDIT:   1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   None  

 

Through the study of food customs and the preparation of foods typical of many 

countries around the world, students will take a cook's tour of the world. 

This course will emphasize the pleasure of the discovery of different 

cultures, customs, people, and foods. Demonstrations, food preparation labs, 

cultural activities, music from each country, and travel videos will be 

utilized to promote learning. Each student will produce a cookbook, which they 

will keep for future reference.  

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Restaurateur, chef, travel agent, food editor/writer, and 

international business 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

COURSE:   Fashion Design  

FOR:    9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:   1/2  

PREREQUISITES:  None 

 

This course is designed for students who have interests in the fields of 

design, apparel, textiles, and clothing construction.  Experiences may include 
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pattern design, surface design, principles of clothing construction, fitting 

and alteration, custom sewing, home decorating, and other entrepreneurial 

opportunities.  Students will gain knowledge on career choices as well as 

information on fashion designers and up to date fashion trends.  The student 

will conclude the class by planning a fashion show using student designed 

apparel.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE:   Personal Finance  

FOR:    9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:   1/2  (Elective or Math Credit) 

PREREQUISITES:  None 

  

It is essential in todayôs economic climate to have a good working knowledge of 

the fundamentals of personal finance.  Todayôs teenagers, in adulthood, will be 

required to take more personal responsibility for actively managing their 

finances than people of any previous generation. The corporate pension plans and 

generous employee benefits enjoyed by the parents of todayôs youth likely will 

not exist, and saving for long-term goals, such as retirement, will be up to each 

individual. Those who understand financial planning concepts and investment 

principles will have a significant advantage over those who do not. This course 

will teach the basic concepts of personal finance using a practical approach. 

Students will identify and prioritize their personal money management goals, 

develop a working spending plan, complete actual state and federal tax forms, 

become aware of banking and credit card fraud and learn how to avoid becoming a 

victim, learn about the impact of time on money, understand the costs of credit, 

and learn to use credit cards wisely, learn to protect their assets through 

savings and investments, and how to avoid risk by purchasing the proper types of 

insurance. They will also learn to become wise consumers when considering 

purchasing a home, car, food, clothing, etc. Students will do research online, 

play the stock market game, and compile an individual financial planning 

notebook.  

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Accountant, financial planner, economist, stockbroker, 

business owner.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:   Relationships  

FOR:    9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:   1/2  

PREREQUISITES:  None 

  

Learning to get along well with your family, friends, co-workers and community 

members can assure success in your personal and professional life. Employers have 

found that 80% of people who fail in their jobs do so because of failed 

relationships and not lack of knowledge of the job. In this course, we will work 

on ways to build strong relationships and work on dealing with problems in 

relationships. Self-concept, value systems, and your personal philosophy of life 

will be explored. We will also examine the importance of the family unit and the 

way it affects the way we grow, develop, and function as individuals. Choosing a 

mate and having a successful marriage will be examined with various class 

activities and games. Roles and relationships will be identified as they relate 

to decisions related to lifestyle, parenting, career, and crisis. Students will 

participate in learning activities, games and discussions along with research and 

journal writing.  

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Social worker, psychologist, teacher, and counselor.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:   Child Development  

FOR:    9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:   1/2  

PREREQUISITES:  None 

  

For those who plan to become parents, enjoy children, or are interested in a 

career working with children; this course will provide students with an 

understanding of the aspects of human growth and development. Human reproduction 

will be taught along with readiness for parenting and the responsibilities that 

go along with it. Students will study the cause of birth defects and understand 
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how to plan for a healthy baby. Students will examine the physical, emotional, 

and social development from birth through the teen years. Students will observe 

infants and young children as well as having the opportunity to care for a 

computerized infant. Issues such as child abuse, effective parenting, and special 

needs children will be discussed.  

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Parent, teacher, day care provider, child psychologist, 

pediatrician, nurse, and counselor.  
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MATHEMATICS 

 
 

Students are recommended for courses based on teacher assessments of the 

student's ability.  This may involve use of diagnostic tests.  Placement in all 

courses is based on teacher recommendation and academic performance of a student 

in the previous course.   

 

A student receiving an academic failure for the first semester of a year-long 

math course will be withdrawn from the course and not allowed to continue in the 

course until the first semester is successfully completed.  A student receiving 

an attendance failure during the first semester will be allowed to continue to 

the second semester if he/she continues in the course on an audit basis and 

successfully completes the requirements of the first semester course.  A student 

receiving an academic failure for the second semester of a year-long math course 

will not be able to progress to a higher level math course until the failure is 

overcome by repeating the course or testing out.  A student receiving an 

attendance failure for the second semester will be allowed to continue to the 

next level math course if he/she continues in the course on an audit basis and 

successfully completes the requirements of the second semester course. 

 

Most mathematics courses are sequential and require the completion of the 

previous course in the sequence before continuing.  However, it may be possible 

and desirable to dual enroll in a geometry course and an algebra course during 

the same year.  See flowchart for an example. This option is not for all students 

and should be thought out carefully.  To dual enroll in geometry and algebra, a 

student must:  1)have completed the previous algebra course and received an A 

grade, 2)received a recommendation from the current or most recent algebra 

teacher, 3)understand future options available in mathematics, 4)have a high 

interest in mathematics and 5)possess good study skills.   

 

Summer math experiences can be valuable for enrichment and remediation but should 

not be viewed as a substitute for a course in the math sequence.  In most summer 

experiences, a student would not have learned comparable concepts to meet the 

prerequisite to go to the next level course. Students who wish to test out of a 

particular course must have successfully completed all the prerequisites for that 

course (see flow chart). 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:    Fundamental Statistics  

FOR:       9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:    1/2  

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This semester-long elective course will explore the ideas of descriptive 

statistics.  The students will look at organizing data in an effective manner 

with the use of graphs and tables.  With the aid of a graphing calculator, they 

will look for patterns in the data and departure from these patterns.  The class 

will explore the development of mathematical models to represent the data.  The 

class will also explore the topic of probability through the study of randomness 

and predictability 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Adaptive Algebra 1  

FOR:        9  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Teacher recommendation 

 

This course is designed for freshmen who need a slower paced and less intense 

algebra class than Algebra I.   These classes are kept smaller in number.  This 

course covers variables, solving equations, polynomials, graphing, square roots, 

exponents, probability, quadratic equations, fractions, percents and decimals. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:        Algebra 1  

FOR:      9  

CREDIT:        1  

PREREQUISITES:  Teacher recommendation 

 

This is the first course in the algebra sequence.  Some of the topics include: 

using variables, number systems, operations with real numbers, graphing, and 

solving equations and inequalities, relations and functions, systems of equations 

and inequalities, using and factoring polynomials, exponential, logarithmic, 

radical and quadratic equations.  A thorough understanding of fractions, percents 

and decimals without a calculator is strongly suggested. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:    Advanced Algebra 1 

FOR:       9  

CREDIT:    1  

PREREQUISITES:  Teacher recommendation 

 

This course is a comprehensive and rigorous study of many dimensions of algebra. 

It is a study that is more in-depth and more abstract than what is provided in 

prerequisite courses. In addition to algebra, discrete math, number theory, 

calculator programming and other topics are studied. It is structured for 

students with above average ability and interest.  A thorough understanding of 

fractions, percents and decimals is required.  Only freshmen will be permitted to 

take this course. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:     Algebra 2 Honors  

FOR:        9  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Math 8 Honors and teacher 

recommendation 

 

This course continues the study of algebra and is designed particularly for the 

student with high interest in mathematics and a solid algebra foundation.  Topics 

include: functions, linear and quadratic equations and inequalities, polynomial 

and rational functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, trigonometric 

functions and their applications, analytic trigonometry, analytic geometry, 

systems of equations and inequalities, sequences, induction, combinatorial 

analysis and probability.  Graphing calculators are used extensively and each 

student is encouraged to have his/her own. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                          

COURSE:  Adaptive Geometry 

FOR:           11  

CREDIT:        1  

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Adaptive Algebra 1 or Algebra 1, 

Continuing Adaptive Algebra and teacher recommendation   

 

This course is the sequential course in Geometry for those who have successfully 

completed Continuing Adaptive Algebra and desire a similarly styled geometry 

course.  Topics include: points, lines, angles, and planes, congruent triangles, 

quadrilaterals, circles, right triangle trigonometry, area, volume, coordinate 

geometry and deductive proof. Also included are introductions to statistics, and 

transformations.   

_____________________________________________________________________________    
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COURSE:     Geometry  

FOR:        10  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Algebra 1 or Adv. Alg 1 and teacher 

recommendation 

 

This course is designed to introduce the student to the concept of a mathematical 

proof, provide an understanding of different logical reasoning, and provide a 

working knowledge of geometrically related vocabulary, theorems, postulates, and 

calculations and their application to practical problems. Also included are 

introductions to statistics, transformations, circles, and right triangle 

trigonometry.  A thorough understanding of fractions, percents and decimals is 

required. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:  Geometry Honors 

FOR:       10 

CREDIT:    1 

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Algebra 2 Honors and teacher 

recommendation 

    

This course is designed for students who are highly interested in mathematics. 

This course primarily consists of geometry topics including a rigorous study of 

deductive proof, coordinate geometry, non-Euclidean geometry, and the study of 

both two and three-dimensional figures.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                               

COURSE:     Introduction to Adaptive Algebra 2  

FOR:        10 or 11  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Adaptive Algebra 1 or Adaptive 

Geometry and teacher recommendation 

 

This is the second course in the adaptive sequence.  Topics from Adaptive Algebra 

1 will be extended and additional units will include: quadratic, exponential, 

polynomial, and logarithmic functions; and discrete math.  Statistics and 

Probability may also be included. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

                                                                            

COURSE:     Algebra 2  

FOR:        11  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Algebra 1 and Geometry and teacher 

recommendation 

 

This is the second course in the algebra sequence.  This course builds and 

extends knowledge, concepts, and skills obtained in the previous algebra course. 

Some of the topics include: functions, polynomials, rational expressions, complex 

numbers, quadratic relations, trigonometry, exponential and logarithmic 

functions.  Students wishing to take both Algebra 2 and Geometry concurrently 

should refer to the requirements listed on the Mathematics Introduction page.   

 

_____________________________________________________________________________    

                                                                 

COURSE:  Precalculus 

FOR:  12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Advanced Algebra 1/Algebra 1, 

Geometry and Algebra 2 and teacher recommendation 

 

This course is designed for the student who intends to take Calculus. Semester 

one topics include:  characteristics of common functions and transformations of 

their graphs.   The functions studied will be rational, exponential, logarithmic, 



 

30 
 

and trigonometric.  Semester two topics include:  systems of equations, sequences 

and series, matrices, conics, polar equations, parametric equations, vectors, and 

an introduction to calculus. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:  Precalculus Honors 

FOR:        11  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Geometry Honors and Algebra 2 Honors 

and teacher recommendation 

 

This course is designed for the student who has a high interest in math or areas 

related to math. This is a precalculus course that builds on the advanced 

concepts already introduced in Algebra 2 Honors and Geometry Honors: complex 

numbers, determinants, inverse functions, circular trigonometry and statistics.  

It introduces vectors, polar coordinates, matrix theory, limits, more discrete 

mathematics and some basic operations of calculus.  Graphing calculators are used 

extensively and each student is encouraged to have his/ her own. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                               

COURSE:     Continuing Adaptive Algebra 2  

FOR:        12 only  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Algebra 1 and Geometry or Adaptive 

Algebra 1, Adaptive Geometry, and Continuing Adaptive Algebra 

 

This course is designed to be a culminating math experience for potentially 

college bound seniors whose needs are not met by the regular Algebra sequence.  

The goal of Senior Math is to review  and enhance  the essential Algebra I and 

Geometry concepts and to continue the exploration  of Algebra II concepts 

including the study of trigonometry meeting the State of Michigan graduation 

requirements.  It is also the goal of Senior Math to help students see 

mathematics as sensible, useful, and worthwhile.  Senior Math intends to promote 

a belief in diligence and oneôs own ability by improving skills in carrying out 

procedures flexibly, accurately, efficiently, and appropriately. Finally, 

students will develop an understanding that algebraic thinking is an accessible 

and powerful tool that can be used to model and solve real-world problems.  A 

student may NOT receive credit for this course if the student has already 

received credit for Algebra II.  Only Seniors are permitted to take this course. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:  Applied Functions, Systems, Sequences and Statistics (FS3) 

FOR:  12 only 

CREDIT  1 

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Advanced Algebra 1/Algebra 1,    

Geometry and Algebra 2 

 

This course is for students who wish to enhance their Algebra skills through the 

use of applications and technology.  Topics are presented as problem-solving 

activities in application format.  The course builds on the skills acquired from 

prerequisite courses and focuses on topics that students might encounter in 

College Algebra and Trigonometry and in Finite Mathematics.   This is not a 

precalculus course.  Students who successfully complete this course may still 

need to take a precalculus course in college if they choose a major which 

designates calculus as a requirement.  A student may not receive credit for this 

course if the student has already received credit for Precalculus.  Graphing 

calculators are used extensively, and each student is encouraged to have his/her 

own.  Only Seniors are permitted to take this course. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE:     Calculus  

FOR:        12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Advanced Algebra 1/Algebra 1, 

Geometry/Geometry Honors, Algebra 2/Algebra 2 Honors, 

Precalculus/Precauculus Honors, and teacher recommendation 

 

Calculus is a course in introductory calculus with elementary functions.  It is 

intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of college preparatory 

mathematics, including algebra, axiomatic geometry, trigonometry, and analytic 

geometry (rectangular and polar coordinates, equations and graphs, lines and 

conics).  The main topics include: limits and continuity, derivatives, 

applications of the derivative, integrals, applications of the integral, and 

techniques of integration. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                           

Course:     Advanced Placement Statistics 

For:        11 or 12 

Credit:     1 

Prerequisites:  Successful completion of (at least) Algebra 2 and A.P. teacher 

approval.  

   

Note:  Students are required to take the A.P. Examination. A.P. Statistics is a 

course designed to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for 

collecting, analyzing and drawing conclusions from data.  It is intended for 

students with a strong background in algebra and high quantitative reasoning 

ability.  The main themes are: exploring data (observing patterns and departure 

from patterns), planning a study (deciding what and how to measure), anticipating 

patterns (producing models using probability theory and simulation), and 

statistical inference (confirming models and determining the confidence that can 

be place in the model). See description of AP Statistics in the AP section.     

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                 

COURSE:     Advanced Placement Calculus AB 

FOR:        12 

CREDIT:     1 

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Precalculus, A.P. teacher approval.   

 

Note:  Students are required to take A.P. Examination.  Advanced Placement 

Calculus AB is a course in introductory calculus with elementary functions.  It 

is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of college preparatory 

mathematics, including algebra, axiomatic geometry, trigonometry, and analytic 

geometry (rectangular and polar coordinates, equations and graphs, lines and 

conics).  The main topics include: limits and continuity, derivatives, 

applications of the derivative, integrals, applications of the integral, and 

techniques of integration. (See description of AP Calculus in the AP section.)   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                              

COURSE:     Advanced Placement Calculus BC 

FOR:        12 

CREDIT:     1 

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Precalculus Honors and A.P. teacher 

approval.   

    

Note:  Students are required to take A.P. Examination.  The Advanced Placement 

Calculus BC course is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of 

analytic geometry and elementary functions in addition to college preparatory 

algebra, geometry, and trigonometry.  The main topics include: limits and 

continuity, derivatives, applications of the derivative, integrals, 

applications of the integral, techniques of integration, parametric, polar and 

vector functions, and series. (See description of AP Calculus in the AP 

section.)  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 

 
COURSE:     Foundations of Physical Education: Health Theory  

FOR:        9     

CREDIT:     1/2 

PREREQUISITES:   None.   

 

COURSE:     Foundations of Physical Education: Activity (Gym) 

FOR:        9 

CREDIT:     1/2 

PREREQUISITES:   None.  By state mandate, not eligible for testing out. 

 

The Foundations of Physical Education course at Okemos High School was developed 

to increase students' knowledge and insight concerning health issues and physical 

education activities while meeting the district's one year physical education 

requirement for graduation.  This requirement is usually satisfied in the ninth 

grade year. 

 

This comprehensive health and physical education course (Foundations of Physical 

Education) will consist of two, one semester length components.  One semester 

will be Health Theory held in a classroom and the other will be Activity and held 

in the gymnasium.   

 

The primary goal of the Health Theory (classroom) component is for the student to 

understand that the basis for health is the interrelationships and 

interdependencies of all the human bodyôs systems.  Students are taught the 

concept of holistic health, that is, in order to be healthy an individual must be 

physically, mentally, and socially well.  Factors that influence an individualôs 

total health, such as stress, disease, the use of chemical substances, and risk 

behaviors, are explored.  The theory portion also includes a comprehensive sex-

education unit.  Emphasis is placed upon the individualôs personal responsibility 

for his or her health and what he or she can do to promote physical, social, and 

mental health.  Prevention of disease and infirmities is stressed as the key to a 

long, healthy life.   

 

The Activity component of the Foundations course will enable students to gain 

practical experience in a wide range of activities through exposure to a variety 

of physical education units.  These units will provide the student with 

knowledge, skills, and an understanding of the relationship between exercise and 

overall health and well-being.  This experience will impact the student's health 

and well-being not only in the present but also into the future. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

COURSE:     Lifetime Fitness  

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   May be repeated. 

 

This course is designed to achieve optimal physical fitness in regard to 

cardiovascular endurance, muscular tone, flexibility, and strength.  This class 

has been designed for those students not afraid to sweat.  This course will 

include a variety of cardiovascular and strength training activities. This would 

be a great course for girls to get in shape. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE:     Lifeguard Training  

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   

 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE NOT AFRAID TO GET WET! 

 

In this class you can earn your American Red Cross Lifeguard Training Certificate 

during school!  Learn the rescue skills essential for lifeguards.  Develop your 

speed, endurance, and technique in swimming and lifeguarding skills.  You must be 

15 years old and know the crawl, sidestroke and breaststroke.  CPR and First Aid 

certification will also be part of this course.  There are many job opportunities 

just waiting for you upon completion of this course! 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Personal Conditioning   

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:  May be repeated. 

 

This course is designed to help the student develop and maintain a level of 

physical fitness in the areas of strength, muscular structure, endurance, 

flexibility, and cardiovascular efficiency.  It is important for the student to 

understand that this is a rigorous conditioning program. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Team Sports  

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   May be repeated. 

 

This course will be designed for the student who enjoys participation in team-

related sport activities.  The course will be based on participation, skill 

level, improvement, and attitude.  Grades will be based on knowledge of skills, 

strategy and rules, improvement, and most importantly, participation. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:    Individual Lifetime Sports 

FOR:     9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:    1/2 

PREREQUISITES:  May be repeated. 

 

This course is designed for the student who would like to acquire or improve 

their knowledge and skills of lifetime sports.  Emphasis will be placed on golf, 

tennis, badminton and other individual sports which could include archery, cross 

country skiing, fishing, and others. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SCIENCE 

 

 
COURSE:     Physical Science 

FOR:        9/10  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  None.  This course, or its equivalent, is required of all 9th 

grade students and is a prerequisite for Biology, Chemistry 

and most other science courses. 

     

Basic concepts in physics, chemistry, and earth science are studied in this 

course, along with an investigation of the nature of science.  The content of the 

course is selected, in part, to meet state science standards, prepare students 

for the state proficiency test, and to complement the content of our 8th grade 

science course.  It specifically includes: the characteristics of matter; 

chemical bonding and the formation of compounds; nuclear chemistry; electricity 

and magnetism; wave forms of energy, including light and sound; plate tectonics 

theory; groundwater and basic hydrology. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:     Studies in Science  

FOR:        9 

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITE:  None 

 

This course is designed to provide a physical and earth science background for 

students who struggle in the areas of science and math.  Math will not be 

required for conceptual understanding, although general math will be used in the 

class.  The content of the course is selected to meet state science objectives.  

It specifically includes:  the characteristics of matter; chemical bonding and 

the formation of compounds; nuclear chemistry; electricity and magnetism; wave 

forms of energy, including light and sound; plate tectonics theory; groundwater 

and basic hydrology. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   

 

COURSE:     Biology 

FOR:        10/11  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Students must have passed both semesters of Physical Science 

(or receive at least a ñBò in both semesters of Studies of 

Science) and have a teacher recommendation. 

 

This course is designed for college preparatory students and includes significant 

laboratory work.  In addition to an introduction to scientific instruments and 

methods, the course includes such topics as cellular biology, biochemistry, 

genetics, evolution, ecology, and physiology.  

_______________________________________________________________________________   

 

COURSE:     General Biology  

FOR:        10  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  Students must have passed both semesters of Physical Science 

or Studies in Science. 

 

General Biology is an adaptive course for those students who have previously had 

some difficulty in science.  Normally, this course is taken in the sophomore 

year.  

_________________________________________________________________________________  
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COURSE:     Chemistry  

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Algebra II, or concurrent enrollment in Algebra II; 9th grade 

Physical Science with a "C" or higher; Biology             

 

This course is designed with emphasis on chemical theory and on problem solving 

strategy.  It is especially useful to students who will take chemistry in 

college.  Laboratory exercises provide the student with hands on experience in 

chemical principles as well as with various types of chemical apparatus.  Because 

of differences in organization of course content, switching between Chemistry and 

Chemistry in the Community during the school year is not possible after the 

second or third week of school. 

________________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:  Introduction to A.P. Chemistry 

FOR:   10/11 

CREDIT:  1 

PREREQUISITES: Teacher recommendation, completion of Algebra I with a grade 

of A- and completion or current enrollment in Algebra II, 

grades in Physical Science and Bio Systems of A- 

 

This course will cover the topics traditionally covered in the first semester of 

a college chemistry course, providing a stimulating and challenging program for 

students who plan to take the A.P. Chemistry course. There will also be more 

laboratory work and the text will be a college level chemistry text.  All the 

topics covered in Chemistry will not be covered in this course.  This course, 

along with A.P. Chemistry, far exceeds the state chemistry requirements for 

graduation, but this course alone does not include all of the state chemistry 

requirements.  Therefore, this course by itself does not meet the graduation 

requirement that every student must complete ñone chemistry or physics courseò. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:  Science Research Seminar 

FOR:   10th, 11th Grade Students 

CREDIT:  1 Credit  

Prerequisites: A- in freshman math course, A- in PES or Biology (exceptions 

by departmental approval).  Students must complete an 

application form and be approved by the Science Department. 

 

The Science Research Seminar program is a three year program, the goal of which 

is to provide students with the opportunity to discover, and subsequently to 

become intensely involved in, an area of passion for them in science by 

performing authentic and original scientific research in an independent manner. 

 

During the first year of the program, students learn about experimental design 

and techniques through group and independent guided instruction.  Students read 

copious amounts of periodicals and journal articles on their topic, learn the 

fundamental science associated with their chosen field of study, and learn to 

critically and formally dissect research papers.  Along the way, students will 

initiate and develop a relationship with a professional scientist that will 

mentor them.  

  

During the second year (including the summer between first and second year), 

students are expected to accelerate their studies on their topic.   During 

this time, their mentor guides the student through the literature, as they 

work together to develop a plan for the coming months.  Some students may 

begin work at the laboratory or facility. The goal is to eventually have the 

student work on a small piece of the "scientific mystery" on their own or in 

collaboration with a mentor, his/her doctoral students, or his/her colleagues. 

  

Between junior and senior year, there is typically a period of intense work. This 

is the culmination of the year-plus of reading and study and involves the 

possibility of contributing a novel piece to the research.  In the fall of the 
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senior year, the student will write the formal paper that is the capstone of 

three years of work.  This paper may then be entered into the Intel Science 

Talent Search, as well as the SIEMENS competition.  In addition to their entry 

into competitions, the students present their work both at school as well as at 

formal symposia. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:  Chemistry In The Community  

FOR:   11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Physical Science or Studies In Science; Algebra I or Adaptive 

Algebra; Biology or General Biology 

                  

This course takes an environmental and social approach to the study of chemistry. 

Laboratory exercises provide the student with hands-on experience.  The course 

utilized real life issues to learn about basic chemical principles.  It contains 

the same basic chemistry as a traditional chemistry course.  Due to 

organizational differences between this course and traditional chemistry, 

switches between these two courses are not possible after the second or third 

week of school.  This course is a college prep course designed to meet the needs 

and interests of students who are not planning science related careers.  Algebra 

skills are required to be successful in this course.   

________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

COURSE:  Botany & Greenhouse Horticulture  

FOR:   10/11/12 

CREDIT:  1/2 

PREREQUISITES: Physical Science or Studies In Science (or concurrent) 

   Biology or General Biology (or concurrent) 

 

Here is a course for students interested in biology, research with plants, 

horticulture or gardening.  Plants are the foundation of almost every ecosystem 

on Earth ï the source of our food, oxygen, and a great deal of enjoyment.  In 

this course you will learn how to propagate and grow a wide variety of plants 

representing many settings.  In addition, students will design and conduct 

controlled experiments, as well as develop a landscape plan.  (Students who are 

receiving credit for this class and would like more such experiences are 

encouraged to apply to the instructor for directed independent study and 

additional credit.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Advanced Earth Science  

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     ½ or 1  

PREREQUISITES:   One credit in Physical Science; one credit in Biology or 

General Biology (or Biology taken concurrently) 

 

Earth Science integrates some of the most ancient sciences with some of the 

newest technologies.  The fields of astronomy, geology, meteorology, hydrology, 

oceanography and limnology will be studied.  Specific topics may include 

earthquakes, space exploration, weather predictions and hazardous weather, 

volcanoes, moon rocks, ground water protection, space weather, geologic history, 

Pacific Ocean El Niño, star life cycle and black holes, global climate change, 
energy resources, and the revolutionary theory of plate tectonics.  Very little 

math is involved in this course, but Algebra I proficiency is recommended for the 

astronomy and climate units.  This course should be considered by the student  

with a strong interest in these subjects or in exploring careers in one of the 

earth sciences, as well as students who want to broaden their science education. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   
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COURSE:  Forensic Science 

FOR:   11/12  

CREDIT:  1 

PREREQUISITES: A minimum grade of ñCò or better is required in Physical 

Science and Biology (or Studies in Science and General 

Biology) 

  

This course is a year long integrated science course, which will introduce 

students to application of science to crime scene investigation.  The major 

topics of study include:  processing the crime scene and physical evidence, and 

analysis of various types of evidence such as fingerprints, fibers, documents, 

blood splatter, anthropology.  Each semester ends with a crime that students 

solve using knowledge and techniques from the course.   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Human Anatomy and Physiology  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2 or 1 

PREREQUISITES:  Biology or General Biology; Physical Science or Studies in 

Science 

 

Human Anatomy and Physiology is a course offered for any student who is 

interested in how and why the body works the way it does.  This course will study 

the various systems of the human body: Integument, nervous, skeletal, muscular,  

circulatory, excretory, respiratory, digestion and endocrine.  It will also have 

focus on diseases of these systems, why they occur and how they are treated.  

Class grades will be based on tests and on lab work (includes dissection). 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Human Ecology  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES: Biology and Physical Science 

 

The purpose of this course is to acquire the skills and knowledge needed to solve 

environmental problems.  A representative sample of problems will be studied in 

depth. These problems will be used as case studies for learning how to solve 

other problems in the future.  Relevant science, government policies, and human 

behavior will be explored.  Student projects will require students to analyze 

problems and propose solutions.  When appropriate, students will implement their 

strategies for solving a current problem. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Physics  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

RECOMMENDATIONS:  Algebra I, Physical Science (or Studies in Science); Biology 

(or General Biology)     

 

This course is an introduction to the concepts of Physics through examples, 

laboratory experiences, and demonstrations.  Topics include motion, energy, 

fluids, gravity, light, sound, electricity, magnetism, and others.  This course 

focuses primarily on concepts.  However, some basic algebra is required.  

Students should be able to solve equations such as F = ma for any of the 

variables. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:    Computational Physics  

FOR:       11/12  

CREDIT:    1  

PREREQUISITES:  Physical Science and Biology; concurrent enrollment in 

Calculus or Precalculus.   

 

Computational Physics is a course for mathematically capable students interested 

in the details of the physical world around them.  Like our Physics course, this 
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is a broad survey of the physical world, but the emphasis is placed on 

calculation and problem solving.  It includes a study of classical mechanics, 

energy, the behavior of solids and fluids, waves, sound, electricity and 

magnetism, circuitry (primarily DC and digital), light, and optics.  Also 

included are such 20th century theories as Big Bang cosmology, Einsteinôs 

relativity theories, and a brief introduction to quantum mechanics.  Those 

students interested in taking the A.P. Physics exam will be prepared to do so, 

but will need to do some additional study. 

______________________________________________________________________________   

 

COURSE:     Advanced Placement Biology  

FOR:        12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Physical Science, Biology and Chemistry, with no grade below 

ñBò.  Required to take A.P. examination.  If available 

sections fill up, priority will be given to seniors. 

 

Advanced Placement Biology is a year long course, which is the equivalent of a 

college biology course.  In May of each year each student is required to take the 

A.P. Biology exam given by the College Board.  Based on his/her score, credit or 

no credit may be given by the college that the student attends.  The A.P. Biology 

course is primarily for seniors who have taken and shown success in Physical 

Science, Biology, and Chemistry. (Exceptions will be made for qualified juniors 

if spaces are available.) Entrance into the class is based on: grades, teacher 

recommendations, and reasons for taking class. The class requires a large amount 

of reading, notes, and lab work.  Thus, it should be taken by students who show 

an interest in the Biological Sciences.   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:          Advanced Placement Chemistry      

FOR:              11/12  

CREDIT:           1      

PREREQUISITES:    Students must have completed Chemistry or Introduction to AP 

Chemistry, and Algebra II or its equivalent, with a minimum 

grade of A- (B in Intro to AP Chemistry).  If available 

sections fill up, grade level, teacher recommendations, and 

overall GPA will be considered. Students are required to take 

Advanced Placement examination. 

 

This advanced course in chemistry is equivalent to a full year of college 

chemistry.  The course requires both writing and mathematical abilities for 

success.  Most colleges will grant a full yearôs credit for a 4.0 or 5.0 on the 

A.P. exam.  Students interested in a science-related major will find chemistry is 

a requirement for most science-related majors. 

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:     Science Intern  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2-1  

PREREQUISITES:  "B" or higher in Physical Science and Biology 

 

Students enrolled in this course will work in the elementary schools directly 

with teachers and students.  Students will prepare materials for the teaching of 

science at the elementary level and present materials.  This course will give 

students who enjoy science an opportunity to share their enthusiasm with 

elementary students and it will give them the opportunity to do many 

demonstrations.  Creativity in the development of interesting and understandable 

"hands on" experiences at the elementary level will be encouraged. 
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Science Courses Flow Chart 
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 SOCIAL STUDIES  
 

 
COURSE:     United States History& Geography 

FOR:        9 Required/Open to 10/11/12 

CREDIT:     1 

PREREQUISITES:   Required for graduation. 

 

This course covers United States history from 1877 to the present. Units include 

westward expansion, industrialization, reform movements, the U.S. in World 

Affairs, the World Wars, Isolationism, the 1920's, the Great Depression and the 

New Deal, the Cold War, Civil Rights, the Vietnam War, and Watergateôs legacy.  

Emphasis is placed on people, events, and major themes rather than dates and 

definitions.  Geography, economics, and civics are integrated with history.  

Successful completion of this course fulfills the State of Michigan U.S. History 

& Geography requirement and the Okemos High School graduation requirement. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:  Studies in United States History& Geography 

FOR:   9 in place of United States History& Geography/Open to 

10/11/12 

CREDIT:  1 

PREREQUISITES: Satisfies United States History graduation requirement. 

Admission through counselor and/or resource teacher approval. 

 

This course covers United States history from 1877 to the present. Units include 

Westward Expansion, industrialization, reform movements, U.S. in World Affairs, 

the World Wars, Isolationism, the 1920's, the Great Depression and the New Deal, 

the Cold War, Civil Rights, the Vietnam War, and the legacy of Watergate.  

Emphasis is placed on people, events, and major themes rather than dates and 

definitions.  Geography, economics, and civics are integrated with history. The 

course takes an adaptive approach to the study of United States History by 

incorporating basic study and reading skills into the curriculum.  Students 

enrolled in this course spend a greater portion of time developing core academic 

skills than in United States History. This class is designed for students with 

academic difficulties. Successful completion of this course fulfills the State of 

Michigan U.S. History & Geography requirement and the Okemos High School 

graduation requirement in place of United States History& Geography. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:      World History& Geography 

FOR:         10 Required/Open to 11/12  

CREDIT:      1  

PREREQUISITES:    Required for graduation. 

 

This course includes a study of the worldôs major civilizations found in Europe, 

Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America within a chronological 

framework.  The course emphasizes interconnection of civilizations and the 

development of the modern Global Age. The course examines various topics, eras, 

and places from political, economic, social, cultural, religious, and 

geographical perspectives.  The chronology follows the aforementioned 

geographical regions beginning with a brief unit reviewing the worldôs ancient 

cultures through the end of the Cold War.  Successful completion of this course 

prepares students for the Social Studies MME as well as fulfilling the World 

History & Geography requirement for the State of Michigan Core Curriculum and the 

Okemos High School graduation requirement. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   
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COURSE:  Studies in World History& Geography 

FOR:   10 in place of World History& Geography/Open to 11/12 

CREDIT:  1 

PREREQUISITES:  Satisfies World History graduation requirement. Admission 

through counselor and/or resource teacher approval. 

 

This course includes a study of the worldôs major civilizations found in Europe, 

Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America within a chronological 

framework.  The interconnection of civilizations and the development of the 

modern Global Age are emphasized as well as the impact and legacy of colonialism 

in the 20th Century.  The course will examine various topics, eras, and places 

from political, economic, social, cultural, religious, and geographical 

perspectives.  The chronology follows the aforementioned geographical regions 

beginning with a brief unit reviewing the worldôs ancient cultures through the 

end of the Cold War.  The course will take an adaptive approach to the study of 

World History by incorporating basic study and reading skills into the 

curriculum.  Students enrolled in this course will spend a greater portion of 

time developing core academic skills than in World History& Geography.  This 

class is designed for students with academic difficulties. Successful completion 

of this course fulfills the State of Michigan World History & Geography 

requirement and the Okemos High School graduation requirement in place of World 

History& Geography. 

              

 

COURSE:  Advanced Placement World History 

FOR:   10th grade in place of World History& Geography/open to 10th 

grade only 

CREDIT:  1 

PREREQUISITES:  9th grade U.S. History. Satisfies World History graduation 

requirement. Required to take A.P. Examination. 

 

Designed for students of superior reading and writing ability.  This course is a 

broad survey of World History with in-depth work on selected patterns of 

political, social, and economic change throughout human history.  The course 

prepares students to pass the Advanced Placement exam in World History and 

prepares the student for college by improving reading interpretation and writing 

skills.  Extensive reading and writing is required.  Successful completion of 

this course will fulfill the State of Michigan World History & Geography 

requirement and the Okemos High School graduation requirement in place of World 

History& Geography. 

              

 

COURSE:     United States Government and Politics 

FOR:        11/12 

CREDIT:     ½ 

PREREQUISITES:   None.  Required for graduation.  

 

This course will allow students to review and enhance their knowledge of the 

foundations of United States democracy: popular sovereignty, constitutional 

government, federalism, separation of powers, checks and balances, individual 

rights and liberties, and majority rule and minority rights.  The forms and 

functions of national, state, and local government are examined. They emphasize 

the three branches of the national government: the legislative, executive, and 

judicial branches, and their accompanying bureaucracies.  In a political 

participation and behavior unit, students investigate these informal 

institutions: political parties; interest groups and lobbyists; public opinion 

and polling; the nature and role of propaganda; print and broadcast journalism; 

television and politics; voters and voter behavior, and campaigns and elections. 

 Study of current events is incorporated regularly into the curriculum areas.  

Successful completion of this course fulfills both the Okemos High School 

government graduation requirement and the State of Michigan Civics requirement. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   
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COURSE:     Economics 

FOR:        11/12 

CREDIT:     ½ 

PREREQUISITES:   None. Required for Graduation. 

 

This course will study how economics is the science of decision making. Students 

will study how economic theory and research can provide the key to logical 

decision making in business, politics, and personal decisions. Business 

organizations, economic systems, and the structure of the United Statesô economy 

are major topics.  Government decisions on how taxation, spending and regulation 

impact what is produced and who receives the benefits are studied.  Stock market 

analysis and international trade will also be included. Successful completion of 

this course fulfills both the Okemos High School economics graduation requirement 

and the State of Michigan economics requirement. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Advanced Placement United States History 

FOR:        11 

CREDIT:     1 

PREREQUISITES:   9th Grade U.S. History & Geography, 10th Grade World History & 

Geography. Required to take A.P. Examination. 

 

Designed for students of superior reading and writing ability.  This course will 

consist of a review of U.S. history with in-depth work on selected important 

historical events, personalities, and themes.  The course will help prepare 

students to pass the Advanced Placement exam in United  

States History and prepare the students for college by improving reading 

interpretation and writing skills.   

______________________________________________________________________________    

 

COURSE:     Advanced Placement United States Government 

FOR:        12 

CREDIT:          1 

PREREQUISITES:   A.P. teacher approval through admission process.  Required to 

take A.P. examination. 

 

Designed for students of superior reading and writing ability.  This class will 

help students prepare for the Advanced Placement Exam and also to prepare for 

college political science classes.  Students will study the U.S. government and 

its operations, the constitution and political philosophy, political parties and 

interest groups, civil rights, and intergovernmental relations.  Successful 

completion of this course fulfills both the Okemos High School government 

graduation requirement and the State of Michigan Civics requirement. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Comparative World Religions and Traditions 

FOR:        10/11/12 

CREDIT:     ½ 

PREREQUISITES:   World History 

 

This course will examine the wide variety of religious and cultural traditions 

found in our world today.  Students will have the opportunity to broaden their 

understanding of the global human experience by gaining a working knowledge of 

Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism, and other important traditions. 

Students will have the chance to interact with a wide variety of speakers in 

addition to drawing information from readings and hands-on experiences. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   
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COURSE:     Current World Issues and Geography 

FOR:        10/11/12 

CREDIT:     ½ 

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

This course will present the most current world situations under the following 

issue categories: conflict and resolution, basic human needs, human rights, 

economic development, health, environment, population, and crime.  The course 

will explore how an issue affects people from a variety of cultures and regions. 

Furthermore, it will include the five basic themes of geography: Diversity of 

People, Places, and Cultures; Human/Environment Interaction; Location, Movement, 

and Connections; Regions, Patterns, and Processes; and Global Issues and Events. 

This course is designed to prepare students to think, feel, and act from a global 

perspective, rather than a personal, regional, or national perspective. 

________________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:     The History of Film: A Social and Cultural Approach 

FOR:   10/11/12 

CREDIT:     ½ 

PREREQUISITES:    World History, U.S. History.  

 

This course is a comprehensive history of cinema (film) from its inception as a 

major modern technology in the late 19th century to its current status in the 

mass media.  Students will not only study film as an art form but as reflector of 

social and historical themes.  Students will study a number of classic films from 

both American and the World cinema.  A thematic approach will relate film to such 

fields as art, literature, and psychology.  Such historical trends as racism, 

world war, the Holocaust, and the Great Depression are considered. Art movements 

such as expressionism and surrealism are seen as cinematic influences.  The 

tradition of social realism is studied in the work of great documentary 

filmmakers.  Science fiction, the literary adaptation, and film noire are 

considered.  Students are expected to write analysis papers and film reviews.  

Research projects using both traditional and multi-media methods are assigned.  

Students will learn the basic vocabulary of cinematography. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Psychology 

FOR:        10/11/12 

CREDIT:     ½ 

PREREQUISITES:   None.   

 

This course will acquaint students with the study of human behavior.  Students 

will study human maturation, heredity and environment, motivation and emotions, 

learning, and memory. Basic concepts and methods of investigation and research 

will also be taught.  Furthermore, they will learn how personality disorders can 

occur, what methods of treatment are often used, and the professional roles of 

those involved in treating these disorders. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   

 

COURSE:     Street Law 

FOR:        10/11/12 

CREDIT:     ½ 

PREREQUISITES:   None   

 

This course will help the student become knowledgeable of current issues facing 

the judicial system with areas of emphasis including an understanding of law, the 

legal system, civil liberties, criminal and juvenile justice, and family law.  

Concepts to be understood are justice, tolerance, fairness, authority, 

responsibility, diversity, and equality. 

________________________________________________________________________________  
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COURSE:     Twentieth Century Humanities 

FOR:        10/11/12 

CREDIT:     ½ 

PREREQUISITES:   World History, U.S. History.  It is also recommended that 

students have a serious interest in ideas and a strong reading 

ability.  Concurrent enrollment in American or British 

literature is suggested. 

 

Twentieth Century Humanities is an integrated course which will look at the 

modern world from a number of different historical, cultural, and social 

perspectives.  Major themes such as nationalism, alienation, mass movements, 

entropy, existentialism, the communications revolution, modernism, and post-

modernism are examined.  Literature, popular culture, music, art, philosophy and 

other humanities fields are explored in an attempt to help students understand 

the changing world in which they live.  Students enrolling in this course should 

be prepared to write analysis papers, do interdisciplinary research, and work on 

creative research projects involving electronic and traditional media. 

__________________   __________________________________________________________   

 

COURSE:         AP Psychology 

FOR:            12 

CREDIT:         ½, only offered first semester. 

PREREQUISITES:  None. Required to take A.P. Examination. 

 

This course will instruct students in the study of the mind and behavior at a 

first year college level.  Students will study human maturation, the brain and 

its link to behavior, motivation and emotions, learning, memory and language, 

social psychology, and the development of personality. Intermediate concepts and 

methods of investigation and research will also be taught.  Furthermore, they 

will learn how disorders can occur, what methods of treatment are often used, and 

the professional roles of those involved in treating these disorders. The course 

will help prepare students to pass the Advanced Placement exam in Psychology and 

will prepare the students for college by improving analytical skills. 
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Flow Chart for Social Studies Courses 

Requirements: 3 credits 

 

Recommended Sequence 

9
th

 Grade U.S. History (1 year required) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

10
th

 Grade World History (1 year required) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

11
th

 Grade and                                 and/or   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

12
th

 Grade Social Studies  

Elective    

and/or 

A.P. Govôt (1 year, fulfills U.S. Govôt requirement) 

 

 

 Electives 

10-12 Street Law 

10-12 Psychology 

10-12 Twentieth Century Humanities 

10-12 The History of Film 

10-12 Current World Issues 

10-12 World Geography 

10-12 Comparative World Religions 

10-12 Economics 

11-12 A.P. U.S. History 

11-12 A.P. U.S. Government 

U.S. Govôt (1/2 

year required, can 

be taken in 12
th

 

grade)  

Economics 

(1/2 year 

required, can be 

taken in 12
th

 

grade) 

A.P. U.S. 

HIST  (1 year 

elective) 
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 TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
 

 

 

Credits earned in this department will be applied toward the three (3) credit 

"electives" requirement for graduation from Okemos High School. 

  

COURSE:     Mechanical Design (CAD A) 

FOR:        9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:     1/2 

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

This course is designed to give the students a basic understanding of the 

fundamentals of drafting.  Students will study the following areas:  proper use 

of drafting instruments, orthographic projections, isometric drawings, simple 

dimensioning practices, and design problems.  Students will utilize hand drafting 

as well as CAD (Computer Aided Design) as they explore CAD fundamentals as well 

as drafting tables for traditional board drafting.  Students will also explore 

career related fields related to drafting and CAD. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   

 

COURSE:     Architectural Design (CAD B) 

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1/2  

PREREQUISITES:   Drafting and Computer Aided Design or approval of the 

instructor 

 

This course is a continuation of Basic Drafting and Computer Aided Design.  

Students will study and develop architectural drawings such as floor plans, 

foundation plans, stair sections, elevations, presentation drawings, site plans, 

electrical layouts, etc.  Students will also study architects, their styles, and 

how they have influenced architecture and design today.  This class will use a 

variety of computer programs to create 2D as well as 3D drawings. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Engineering I - Design and Problem Solving (EGR I) 

FOR:       9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:     1/2 

PREREQUISITES:  None 

 

The course will provide opportunities for students to explore creative designs 

and alternative solutions for problems using a design system approach.  Students 

will work in groups to design, fabricate, and evaluate solutions to technological 

problems in the same format as todayôs engineers by using the design process.  

Students will also investigate the math and science behind their projects to get 

a better understanding of how it works.  Student solutions may be entered in 

state and national design and engineering competitions.  Topics have included the 

following:  Rockets, Trebuchets, Bridges, Flight, and CO2 Cars. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:    Engineering II ï Design and Problem Solving (EGR II) 

FOR:       9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:    1/2 

PREREQUISITES:  None 

 

This course will provide opportunities for students to explore creative designs 

and alternative solutions for problems using a design system approval.  Students 

will work in groups to design, fabricate, and evaluate solutions to technological 

problems in the same format as todayôs engineers by using the design process.  

Students will also investigate the math and science behind their projects to get 

a better understanding of how it works.  Projects differ from EGR I so that 

students can take both classes. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE:  3D Engineering Design and Graphics (EDG) 

FOR:   9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:  1/2 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

3D Engineering and Design introduces students to the engineering design process 

utilizing a 3D Computer Aided Design (CAD) software application called Solidworks 

(www.solidworks.com).  Solidworks is the worldôs leading 3D modeling program.  

Emphasis on 3D skills and relevant applications in engineering principles, 

technology, mathematics and science is explored through a series of lessons, 

competency based exercises and team projects.  Learning 3D design skills is an 

interactive process applied with the Engineering Design Process, a series of 

interactive steps to solve a problem.  The Engineering Design Process is utilized 

to develop products across a variety of industries:  Consumer, Process, Power, 

Civil, Agriculture, Electronics/Communications, Furniture and Fixtures, 

Machinery/Construction, Medical and Scientific, Sheet Metal, Mold, Tool and Die, 

Aerospace, Automotive and Transportation.  Students will construct and test 3D 

models in the computer as well as build and test the real projects.   

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:  Robotics Engineering I (ROE I) 

FOR:   9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:  ½ (Elective or Math related credit) 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Introduction to robotics provides an opportunity for students to get a hands-on 

approach to Robotics using Lego Mindstorm kits.  In this class, students will be 

investigating energy, forces and speed, programming and controlling input and 

output devices, using wireless communication, developing solutions select, build, 

test and evaluate their robots, measuring, using coordinate systems, conversion 

and applied math.  Students will also build their creativity, problem- solving 

and team-working skills, which is essential in todayôs work force.  Students will 

also have an opportunity to participate in the FIRST Robotics Team. For more 

information on FIRST or our Robotics team, visit www.usfirst.org or 

www.team1504.com.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:  Robotics Engineering II (ROE II) 

FOR:   9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:  1/2(Elective or Math related credit) 

PREREQUISITE: Robotics Engineering I 

 

Using what students have learned in Robotics Engineering I, students will be 

working on comprehensive research projects using the Mindstorm kits.  Some 

examples of projects have included Automated Mining, Sentry Guard Dog and 

Automated Tree Measuring.  Over the course of this class, students will also have 

an opportunity to participate on the FIRST Robotics Team.  For more information 

on FIRST or our Robotics team, visit www.usfirst.org or www.team1504.com. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.solidworks.com/
http://www.usfirst.org/
http://www.team1504.com/
http://www.usfirst.org/
http://www.team1504.com/
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WORLD LANGUAGE 
 

 

 

Policy on First Semester Failures 

 
Because of the cumulative nature of world language study, students who fail first 

semester will be unable to continue with the study of the language in the second 

semester.  The student should be encouraged to repeat the class the following 

year.  If the teacher feels that a student has a reasonable chance of success in 

the second semester, in spite of the first semester failure, the teacher may 

initiate a recommendation to exempt the student from this policy. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     French I  

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

French I is designed to provide the basis for proficiency in French in all 

language skills: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, writing, and 

culture.  The course emphasizes competency in using the language.  The cultural 

component is provided as an integral part of skills development and is 

supplemented by films, readings, discussions and projects. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:   French II  

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   French I (A grade of at least a B- is required.) 

 

French II continues to build the skills acquired in French I, with increased 

emphasis on perfecting pronunciation, listening comprehension, developing 

vocabulary, use of verb tenses and language structure.  The course provides a 

further opportunity for developing competency in using the language.  The class 

is conducted in French whenever possible and the students are engaged in 

conversation appropriate to their level of language acquisition.  The culture 

component includes France and French speaking countries. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

COURSE:     French III  

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   French II 

 

French III continues all of the objectives outlined in French II.  In addition, 

advanced grammar structures are introduced, and verb tenses are reviewed and 

expanded to include written tenses and all of the spoken tenses.  Further 

emphasis is placed on more independent and advanced writing and conversation. 

Short stories from French literature are introduced.  The basic French texts are 

continued and the last term of the course is devoted to reading one or more short 

French novels with discussions and writing in French.  The class is conducted in 

French with the exception of the explanation of advanced grammar concepts.  The 

culture component includes France and increased emphasis on French speaking 

countries. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   

 

COURSE:     French IV  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   French III 

 

A continuation of French III.  Basic grammar and vocabulary will be required and 
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advanced concepts will be further developed.  Language skills will be used in 

conversation, reading, and writing.  Increased emphasis will be given to the  

study of literature and culture in French.  The course will be conducted largely 

in French.  This class may be combined with the Advanced Placement class and/or 

French V.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     French V  

FOR:        12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   French IV 

 

Advanced grammar will be reviewed and increased emphasis will be given to 

developing vocabulary.  All language skills will be used in reading, writing, and 

the study of literature and culture.  Students will be expected to use their 

acquired French in all classroom activities.  The class may be combined with the 

Advanced Placement class and/or French IV. 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:     Advanced Placement French  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Completion of French III with at least a B+ or French IV with 

at least a B.  A.P. teacher approval.  Required to take A.P. 

Examination  

 

This course is to prepare students to take the Advanced Placement French Language 

Examination.  The class may be combined with French IV and/or French V.  In 

general, A.P. students work with their Level IV or Level V counterparts and have 

additional outside assignments.   

_______________________________________________________________________________   

                                                                         

COURSE:     German I                            

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  None 

 

This course emphasizes all four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing) plus vocabulary building and cultural information.  Emphasis is 

placed on cognates and the relationship between English and German as Germanic 

languages. It is taught with as much spoken German as possible, but grammar 

explanations are in English.  Games, films, and other cultural "tidbits" are 

used, as is the language lab.  Grading is based on written homework, numerous 

quizzes, occasional tests, projects, and participation and effort. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     German I Honors 

FOR:       9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:     1 

PREREQUISITES:  At least a "B" average in German, or teacher approval. 

DEADLINE:   Students will have the first 20 school days of the semester to 

   make a final decision regarding the Honors designation. 

 

This course consists of the same basic material as in German I, and students will 

be in the same class as regular German I students, but those choosing the Honors 

designation will be required to do extra work in all the following areas of 

language learning: listening, reading, speaking, writing, culture, and vocabulary 

study.  This extra work, which may involve occasional attendance at events 

outside of class, will be evaluated as part of the total grade in the course. 

________________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:     German II  

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:  German I or teacher recommendation 
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A year-long course continuing the skills and knowledge acquired in German I, but 

with increased emphasis on reading, writing, and vocabulary building as well as 

increased use of German in class.  The method of instruction and grading remains 

largely the same as described for German I. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     German II Honors 

FOR:       9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:     1 

PREREQUISITES:  At least a "B" average in German I, or teacher approval. 

DEADLINE:   Students will have the first 20 school days of the semester to 

   make a final decision regarding the Honors designation. 

 

This course consists of the same basic material as in German II, and students 

will be in the same class as regular German II students, but those choosing the 

Honors designation will be required to do extra work in all the following areas 

of language learning: listening, reading, speaking, writing, culture, and 

vocabulary study.  This extra work, which may involve occasional attendance at 

events outside of class, will be evaluated as part of the total grade in the 

course. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:     German III  

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   German II or teacher recommendation 

 

A year-long course continuing the skills and knowledge acquired in German II. 

Increased emphasis is put on the application of language skills in conversation, 

reading, and writing.  The course is taught with as much spoken German as 

possible, although grammar explanations are still mainly in English.  In the 

second semester, extra emphasis is put on the culture of the German-speaking 

countries. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

COURSE:     German III Honors 

FOR:       10/11/12 

CREDIT:     1 

PREREQUISITES:  At least a "B" average in German, or teacher approval. 

DEADLINE:   Students will have the first 20 school days of the semester to 

   make a final decision regarding the Honors designation. 

 

This course consists of the same basic material as in German III, and students 

will be in the same class as regular German III students, but those choosing the 

Honors designation will be required to do extra work in all the following areas 

of language learning: listening, reading, speaking, writing, culture, and 

vocabulary study.  This extra work, which may involve occasional attendance at 

events outside of class, will be evaluated as part of the total grade in the 

course. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   

 

COURSE:     German IV   

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:   1 

PREREQUISITES:   German III or teacher recommendation 

 

Scheduling may require that students in German IV, V, and/or AP German be 

together in a class.  Assignments and grading are then differentiated for the two 

levels, but the basic content is the same for all.  In both semesters there is 

increased vocabulary development, especially with cognates, word-formation 

concepts, and idioms.  (See also AP German.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________   

 

 



 

52 
 

COURSE:      German IV Honors 

FOR:         11/12 

CREDIT:      1 

PREREQUISITES:  At least a "B" average in German, or teacher approval. 

DEADLINE:   Students will have the first 20 school days of the semester to 

   make a final decision regarding the Honors designation. 

 

This course consists of the same basic material as in German IV, and students 

will be in the same class as regular German IV students, but those choosing the 

Honors designation will be required to do extra work in all the following areas 

of language learning: listening reading, speaking, writing, culture, and 

vocabulary study.  This extra work, which may involve occasional attendance at 

events outside of class, will be evaluated as part of the total grade in the 

course. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:     German V  

FOR:        12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   German IV - Teacher recommendation 

 

For those fifth-year students who do not choose to take A.P.  The content is the 

same as in German IV, but the assignments and grading are differentiated. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Advanced Placement German - IV 

FOR:        12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   German III, A.P. teacher approval.  Student required to take 

A.P. examination 

 

Students prepare themselves for the German Advanced Placement examination.  The 

content focuses on vocabulary and structures used in current colloquial German, 

with emphasis on reading magazines and short stories, answering content 

questions, and writing about opinions and events from everyday life.  A few works 

of modern German literature are read, and the cultural emphasis is on an overview 

of how the German-speaking countries have developed into what they are today. 

Students are expected to use German in all classroom activities.  (See also 

German IV. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Advanced Placement German - V 

FOR:        12 

CREDIT:     1 

PREREQUISITES:  German IV, A.P. teacher approval.  Student required to take 

   A.P. Examination 

 

Students prepare themselves for the German Advanced Placement examination.  The 

content focuses on vocabulary and structures used in current colloquial German, 

with emphasis on reading magazines and short stories, answering content 

questions, and writing about opinions and events from everyday life.  A few works 

of modern German literature are read, and the cultural emphasis is on an overview 

of how the German-speaking countries have developed into what they are today.  

Students are expected to use German in all classroom activities.  (See also 

German IV) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Latin I 

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

Latin I focuses on three areas: grammar, Roman culture, and word study.  The 

student is introduced to Latin grammar and vocabulary with a view to their being 

able to read Latin literature.  Along with the drill in Latin vocabulary, the 
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course emphasizes English vocabulary building by the study of roots, prefixes, 

and suffixes.  These linguistic aspects of the course are supplemented by 

cultural material that acquaints the student with Roman history and civilization 

and its contribution to our own culture. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Latin II  

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Latin I 

 

This program completes the elementary and intermediate study of Latin grammar and 

vocabulary as it continues to familiarize the student with the Roman way of life 

and the lasting heritage of this ancient civilization on our culture today.  The 

course concludes with a selection of readings from Julius Caesarôs Gallic Wars. 

______________________________________________________________________________    

 

COURSE:     Latin III  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Latin I and II 

 

In Latin III the student is made familiar with the more sophisticated aspects of 

Latin grammar and a more specialized vocabulary in conjunction with the 

translation of various Latin texts.  Readings will be taken from selected genres 

of Latin literature including prose, poetry, and music.  Representative authors 

include:  Livy, Cicero, Catullus, and Seneca. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

COURSE:     Latin IV/Advanced Placement  

FOR:        12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Latin I, II, and III. A.P. teacher approval.  Required to take 

   A.P. Examination 

                         

This course is designed for the student who began Latin in the freshman year and 

has a love of the language and desires to continue beyond the regular three-year 

program.  The fourth year is devoted entirely to the study of Vergilôs Aeneid. In 

conjunction with reading this epic, the student is encouraged to analyze Vergilôs 

unique position in world literature. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

COURSE:     Spanish I  

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

RECOMMENDATIONS:  "C" in English 

 

This course is designed to introduce students to the five basic components of 

learning a world language: speaking, listening, reading, writing, and culture. 

This course enables the student to build a strong foundation of vocabulary and 

learn the basic grammar concepts, focusing on the present tense verb conjugation, 

noun/adjective agreement, and sentence structure.  Throughout the year, the 

student will be exposed to the various aspects of the Spanish-speaking cultures 

as they explore the differences and similarities between them. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Continuing Spanish I  

FOR:        9  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Completion of Spanish I at middle school level with 60% - 89%; 

teacher's approval. 

 

An option for ninth graders who have completed a year of Spanish I at the middle 

school, this course is designed for students who are not yet ready for Spanish 

II, and will cover the same material presented in Spanish I, yet at a pace to 
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suit the needs of students who have taken the course previously.  In general, the 

course follows the same outline as above, but the pace allows for extra 

enrichment and further development of previously learned topics and concepts. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:  Adaptive Spanish II 

FOR:   9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:  1 

PREREQUISITES: Less than 80% in Spanish I and approval of parent and teacher. 

 

This course continues to develop and build upon the skills acquired in Spanish I. 

The focus remains on the five basic components of learning a world language:  

speaking, listening, reading, writing, and culture.  This course enables the 

student to build upon the vocabulary and grammar foundation established in 

Spanish I, as well as learn more advanced grammar concepts, including the past 

tenses and command forms.  This course has an emphasis on increasing proficiency 

for communication in spoken Spanish.  Adaptive Spanish II differs from the 

college-prep emphasis of Spanish II in that the writing component is de-

emphasized.  Certain parts of the writing component will be assessed differently 

in order to accommodate the student that struggles in this area. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Spanish II  

FOR:        9/10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Successful completion of Spanish I and teacher recommendation 

 

This course continues to develop and build upon the skills acquired in Spanish I. 

The focus remains on the five basic components of learning a world language:  

speaking, listening, reading, writing, and culture.  This course enables the 

student to build upon the vocabulary and grammar foundation established in 

Spanish I, as well as learn more advanced grammar concepts, including the past 

tenses and command forms.  This course has an emphasis on increasing proficiency 

for communication in spoken and written Spanish. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Spanish II Honors 

FOR:        9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:     1 

PREREQUISITES:   Spanish I.  Teacher approval.  Placement Test. 

 

Same format as above, but with more emphasis on oral work and on enrichment 

activities. 

________________________________________________________________________________  

 

COURSE:     Spanish III  

FOR:        10/11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Successful completion of Spanish II or completion of Adaptive 

Spanish II with a grade of at least B+ and teacher 

recommendation 

 

This course continues to develop and build upon the skills acquired in Spanish I 

and II.  The focus remains on the five basic components of learning a world 

language:  speaking, listening, reading, writing, and culture.  This course 

enables the student to build upon the vocabulary and grammar foundation 

established in Spanish I and II, as well as learn more advanced grammar concepts, 

including the subjunctive, future, conditional, and perfect tenses.  This course 

has an emphasis on increasing proficiency for communication in spoken and written 

Spanish. 

_______________________________________________________________________________   
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COURSE:     Spanish IV  

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Successful completion of Spanish III and teacher recommendation 

 

The focus of Spanish IV remains on the five basic components:  speaking, 

listening, reading, writing, and culture.  Spanish IV is designed for students to 

apply and develop previously learned  grammar concepts as they cultivate the 

skills necessary to discuss and analyze art, literature, and other media.  

Through this process, students will learn advanced vocabulary and develop 

superior reading comprehension and writing abilities. A strong emphasis is placed 

on the exclusive use of Spanish in the classroom. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:     Spanish V  

FOR:        12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   Successful completion of Spanish IV and teacher recommendation 

 

Spanish V is designed for the student that wishes to continue his/her Spanish 

studies, but does not choose to take the A.P. test.  These students are 

integrated in with the Spanish IV students.  Although the goals of the class are 

the same as they are for Spanish IV, the Spanish IV/V curriculum is rotated 

yearly to avoid repetition of material.  However, the Spanish V student may be 

expected to complete additional coursework beyond the expectations for a Spanish 

IV student. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

COURSE:     Advanced Placement Spanish   

FOR:        11/12  

CREDIT:     1  

PREREQUISITES:   A- or greater average in Spanish III OR B+ 

or greater average in Spanish IV. Demonstration of 

comprehension of previously-learned concepts via a proficiency 

test.  AP Spanish selection committee approval 

 

This course is intended for those students who demonstrate comprehension of 

intermediate- level Spanish concepts and possess an ability to use Spanish in a 

cohesive and grammatically correct manner to communicate both in speaking and 

writing.  Those students also demonstrate an intermediate-level ability to 

understand and interpret written and spoken Spanish.  This course is designed to 

further develop those skills while preparing for the specific expectations of the 

College Board Advanced Placement Spanish Language Exam.  Emphasis is placed on 

developing a rich vocabulary, high level of fluency, use and control of complex 

structures, excellent pronunciation, accurate social and cultural references, 

organization and cohesiveness. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

COURSE:     Mythology  

FOR:        9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:      ½ 

PREREQUISITES:   None 

 

This course will deal with Greek, Roman, Northern, and Celtic mythology and 

investigate the influence of these myths on poets, painters, sculptors, writers, 

advertising specialists, scientists and craftsmen.  Mythology will include essay 

writing, oral presentations and studies in word derivation. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE:  Summer Studies at Concordia Language Villages 

FOR:   9/10/11/12 

CREDIT:  1 

PREREQUISITES:  None                                                           

                    

Students who attend Concordia Language Villages may earn one world language 

credit through the month-long intensive course.  Because of significant 

differences in the curricular objectives, students who wish to advance a year in 

the world language program must successfully complete the testing-out program 

required of all students who wish to advance a year in any Okemos High School 

course.  (See testing out policy elsewhere in the Curriculum Guide.) 
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WORLD LANGUAGE 
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III 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM 
 

Okemos High School offers the Advanced Placement Program of studies for talented 

students who are capable of doing college-level work while still enrolled in high 

school.  There is an application/selection process for admission to each advanced 

placement course.  Applications are available at the beginning of Semester II of 

each school year and are due back to the prospective AP teacher by the deadline 

date on the application.  Students taking AP courses are making a commitment to 

excellence and are required to take the advanced placement examination in May.  

There is an advanced placement examination fee that the student must pay by the 

last day of the first nine weeks of each school year.  If a student has 

difficulty paying the fee, he/she should contact the AP Site Coordinator in the 

high school guidance office.  Each year the College Board provides fee reductions 

for candidates who are unable to pay the full fee for each AP exam. 

 

The AP Committee, which is made up of all AP teachers, the high school principal, 

area coordinators, and a high school counselor, meets to set policy for the 

Okemos High School Advanced Placement Program.  

 

Advanced Placement Policy 

 

I. On occasion, OHS will administer AP exams to students who do not attend 

Okemos Public Schools, with the advice and consent of the AP coordinator.  

 

II. OHS will administer AP exams to the following: 

 

A. An OHS student who is enrolled in one or more AP courses offered 

at OHS: 

 

1. The student must have applied by the early February deadline 

date and must have been selected for enrollment for the 

following school year. 

2. The AP course and any related fees must have been paid in full 

by the end of term one. 

3. The student must be committed to taking the AP exam(s) in  

May. 

4. Requests for credit/no credit in an advanced placement course 

are contrary to the purposes of the course. However, on a rare 

occasion, where a student for extraordinary reasons wishes to 

request credit/no credit in the advanced placement course, a 

conference will be arranged among the student, teacher, and 

the studentôs parents and such a request will be considered. 

 

B. An OHS student who is NOT enrolled in one or more AP courses offered 

at OHS but who desires to take AP exam(s) given in May for one of 

these AP(s): 

 

1. The student must indicate to the guidance office by the end of 

the first nine weeks of the school year that he/she wishes to 

take an AP exam for an AP course currently offered at OHS but 

in which the student is not enrolled. 

 

 a. The student must complete an application form to 

indicate the steps that will be followed to prepare for 

the May exam.  The application form may be obtained in 

the guidance office from the AP coordinator. 

 

b.   The AP coordinator will make the final decision         

  concerning the application. 

    

 

2. The student who anticipates taking an AP exam is responsible 

for his/her own preparation materials independent of Okemos 
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High School. 

3. In the case(s) of preparation through internet online with 

Apex Learning, Michigan Virtual University, and/or colleges, 

support will:   

 

a. be limited to the use of a computer at OHS, when a 

computer is available (IMC computers are often on 

reserve by classroom teachers for classroom use ï 

student must check with IMC director.); 

b. not include teacher oversight. 

 

4. The student must pay to the OHS AP coordinator, the AP test 

and any related fee(s) by the end of term one. 

5. The student must be committed to taking the AP exam(s) in 

May or pay penalties charged by ETS (Educational Testing 

Service) for failure to take the exam. 

 

C. An OHS student who desires to take the AP exam(s) in AP courses 

not currently offered in the curriculum at OHS: 

 

1. The student must indicate to the guidance office by the end   

   of the first nine weeks of the school year that he/she        

   wishes to take an AP exam in an AP course(s) not              

   currently offered at OHS. 

 

a. The student must complete an application form to 

indicate the steps that will be followed to prepare for 

the May exam.  The application form may be obtained in 

the guidance office from the AP coordinator. 

 

b.   The AP coordinator will make the final decision         

  concerning the application. 

 

2. The student who anticipates taking an AP exam is responsible 

for his/her own preparation materials independent of Okemos 

High School. 

3.    In the case(s) of preparation through internet online with  
   Apex Learning, Michigan Virtual University, and/or colleges, 

   support at OHS will: 

 

a.    be limited to the use of a computer at OHS, when a    
   computer is available (IMC computers are often on     

   reserve by classroom teachers for classroom use ï     

   student must check with IMC director); 

b.    not include teacher oversight. 
 

 

4. The student must pay to the OHS AP coordinator, the AP test 

and any related fee(s) by the end of term #1. 

5.    The student must be committed to taking the AP exam(s) in   
   May or will pay penalties charged by ETS (Educational       

   Testing Service) for failure to take an exam. 

 

III. All application forms for admission to an A.P. course shall bear the 

following statement to be signed by both the student and the parent.  

No student shall be considered an applicant for an A.P. course until 

this statement has been signed and submitted to the A.P. teacher. 
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There is an Advanced Placement Examination fee that the 

student must pay.  However, there is a fee reduction 

provision for any student who may have difficulty paying 

it.  If a student has difficulty paying the fee, his/her 

teacher should be approached and arrangements to discuss 

fee reduction will be made.  Each year the College Board 

provides fee reductions for candidates who are unable to 

pay the full fee for each Advanced Placement AP 

Examination.  Available funds are limited. Therefore, 

fee reductions should be requested only for those 

students whose financial needs are clear.  The basic 

guideline for financial need is membership in a low-

income family.  (See Income Guidelines chart below). 

Please see the A.P. Coordinator in the Guidance Office 

to discuss financial arrangements. 

 

 

Income Guidelines 

The figures in this table are based on the Federal TRIO Programs for Annual Low-Income 

Levels, confirmed by the Office of School Improvement Programs of the United States 

Department of Education. 
Size of Family Unit 150% of Family Income 

1 $16,245 

2 $21,855 

3 $27,465 

4 $33,075 

5 $38,685 

6 $44,295 

7 $49,905 

8 $55,515 

 For each additional, add 

$5,610 

 

The fee for the Advanced Placement exam shall be due to 

the Advanced Placement teacher by the end of the first 

marking period in the school year.  If the payment is 

not submitted by the due date, a review of the studentôs 

seriousness and commitment to the Advanced Placement 

course and its requirements will be made. 

 

If a student withdraws from an Advanced Placement 

course, the colleges and universities to which the 

student has already applied will be informed of the 

change in the studentôs schedule. 

 

 

Okemos High School offers the Advanced Placement Program 

of studies for talented students who are capable of 

doing college level work.  There is an 

application/selection process for admission to each 

Advanced Placement course.  Students who take Advanced 

Placement courses are required to take the Advanced 

Placement Examination in that area which is given 

annually in May. The Advanced Placement exam is an 

integral part of the Advanced Placement course, and the 

content of that exam shapes the framework of the course. 

Students taking Advanced Placement courses are making a 

commitment to excellence, and the Advanced Placement 

Examination provides both a unity of purpose and the 

measure of integrity of the course experience.  Fairness 

to all (the others in the class, the teacher, and the 

colleges seeing AP on a transcript) decrees that all 

students complete the requirements of the Advanced 

Placement course by taking the Advanced Placement 

Examination. 
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I have read the above statement and agree to abide by 

it. 

 

Student Signature:___________________  Date:____________ 

 

I have read the above statement and am aware of and 

support the commitment made by my son/daughter to the 

requirements listed here and on the application form. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:________________  Date:___________ 

 

IV.   The application form for each A.P. course shall include a handout to   

      the student which states the precise criteria for admission to the     

      course and the criteria by which the teacher will make his/her         

      decision concerning admissions to the course.  Where some criteria are 

      viewed by the teacher as more important than others, the teacher shall 

      indicate that and LIST THE CRITERIA IN THEIR ORDER OF IMPORTANCE.      

      Clearly indicate in the criteria that you list, any courses that are   

      prerequisites for the A.P. course and, most importantly, indicate in   

      which of those prerequisite courses the students must receive an A or B 

      grade.  Remember:  the lowest B is 83% and the lowest B- is 80%.       

      Please make certain that you specify which B grade (B or B-) is        

      required. 

 

    

   V.    All A.P. teachers will begin the application process on the same day   

   (announced to the student body by way of a letter home and T.V.        

   news program).  All students admitted to A.P. courses will be          

   notified on the same day.  When the students who have been admitted to 

   an A.P. course are notified, it shall be done by the posting of student 

   numbers, not student names, on the door of the A.P. teacherôs classroom 

   at the end of the school day. 

 

VI.   The registrar will inform the A.P. teacher in the event an approved A.P. 

         student does not enroll in the course. 

 

VII.  A copy of each A.P. teacherôs revised application form and criteria for 

      admission to the A.P. course must be filed with the principal and the  

      AP coordinator each year by February 1. 

 

VIII. Each A.P. teacher must be aware that he/she may be obligated to explain 

      his/her decision concerning admission to the A.P. course.  This should 

      be done fairly easily because the criteria for this decision will be   

      stated in advance, in writing, and given to each student as a part of  

      the A.P. application process (see #IV above). 

 

IX.  A student who enrolls in Okemos High School, having attended another    

     high school the previous year, may be a candidate for placement in an   

     A.P. course, if he/she has a recommendation for A.P. enrollment from    

     the previously attended high school.  However, the student must follow  

     the same A.P. application procedure that all OHS students followed      

     during registration.  This will require that the student new to OHS     

     contact the teacher of an A.P. course during the first week of school   

     in order to make arrangements to go through the A.P. application        

     procedure. 

 

   X.   It is assumed that students enrolled in an advanced placement course are 

        capable of doing college level work for credit and a letter grade.       

        Requests for credit/no credit in an advanced placement course are        

        contrary to the purposes of the course.  However, on a rare occasion,    

        where a student for extraordinary reasons wishes to request credit/no    

        credit in the advanced placement course, a conference will be arranged   

        among the student, teacher, and the studentôs parents and such a request 

        will be considered. 
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XI. Most often admission into an advanced placement course in a particular   

    department requires a certain grade (A or B) in all previously           

    completed prerequisite courses.  Therefore, students are advised that    

    the achievement of a C+ grade for testing out of a course that is a      

    prerequisite for an advance placement course might not be adequate for   

    admission to an advanced placement course to be taken later in the       

    studentôs high school career.  These prerequisite courses for advanced   

    placement courses are listed in the advanced placement course            

    descriptions found in the Okemos High School Guide to Curriculum for     

    Students and Parents. 

 

  It is strongly recommended that a student not attempt to test out of a    

       course that is an immediate prerequisite for an advanced placement        

       course.  Knowledge gained in an immediate prerequisite course is          

       essential for success in advanced placement courses. 

 

XII.  If a student fails to apply for an advanced placement course by the        

       deadline date and the student/parents believe extenuating circumstances   

       exist and therefore seek an extension of the deadline date, an appeal can 

       be made to the principal.  In hearing the appeal, the principal will,     

       after conferencing with the area coordinator and any teacher in the       

       department who has relevant information related to the request,           

       determine whether or not a compelling reason to grant a variance exists. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES 
 

 

Advanced Placement Art 

 

This is a full-year, senior level studio commitment.  A portfolio of work is 

submitted for national evaluation in either of two areas:  (1) General Studio or 

(2) Drawing Studio.  Recommended prerequisites are:  Drawing and Painting, 

Sculpture, Advanced Drawing, and Printmaking or Photography.  A competency 

requirement could be met in lieu of these course prerequisites through submission 

of a personal portfolio of the studentôs work.  Art Department approval is 

required under any condition. 

 

Advanced Placement Biology 

 

A.P. Biology is a year long course, which is the equivalent of a college biology 

course.  In May of each year each student is required to take the A.P. Biology 

exam given by the College Board.  Based on his/her score and the college that the 

student attends, credit or no credit may be given.  The A.P. Biology course is 

primarily for seniors who have taken and shown success in Physical Science, 

Biological systems, and Chemistry systems. (Exceptions will be made for qualified 

juniors if spaces are available.) Entrance into the class is based on:  grades, 

teacher recommendations, and reasons for taking class.  The class requires a 

large amount of reading, notes, and work.  Thus, it should be taken by students 

who show an interest in the Biological Sciences. 

 

Advanced Placement Calculus 

 

The Advanced Placement course in calculus consists of a full academic year of 

work in calculus and related topics comparable to courses in colleges and 

universities.  There are two Advanced Placement Calculus courses:  Calculus AB 

and Calculus BC.  Both Calculus AB and Calculus BC are primarily concerned with 

an intuitive understanding of the concepts of calculus and experience with its 

methods and applications.  Although Calculus BC contains more topics than 

Calculus AB, both are intended to be challenging and demanding calculus courses, 

and common topics are covered at the same conceptual level, leading to a similar 

depth of understanding. 

 

These courses are recommended for students with a strong background and interest 

in mathematics who are willing and able to make the necessary time commitment. It 

is expected that students who take an AP course in calculus will seek college 

credit or placement, or both, from institutions of higher learning.  Although 

individual colleges and universities determine appropriate credit and placement 

according to their local policies, the content of Calculus BC is designed to 

qualify students for placement and credit one course beyond that granted for 

Calculus AB. 

 

Students are required to take the AP examination. To enroll in AP Calculus AB as 

a senior, a student would have to take either Math 8 Honors in the eighth grade, 

or take Geometry and Algebra 2 concurrently during the tenth grade.  The honors 

sequence through Pre-Calculus provides a solid foundation for AP  Calculus BC. 

 

Advanced Placement Chemistry 

 

This advanced course in chemistry is equivalent to a full year of college 

chemistry.  The course requires both writing and mathematical abilities for 

success.  Most colleges will grant a full yearôs credit for a 4.0 or 5.0 on the 

A.P. exam.  Students interested in a science-related major will find chemistry is 

a requirement for most science-related majors.  Students must have completed 

Chemistry or Introduction to AP Chemistry, and Algebra II or its equivalent, with 

a minimal grade A- (B in Intro to AP Chemistry).   
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Advanced Placement Computer Science  

 

This is a full year, junior/senior level course.  This course is designed for a 

student with above average knowledge in computers and a familiarity with computer 

programming.  To be eligible for this class a student must have successfully 

passed Algebra II with a grade of B or better (83%), have experience in problem 

solving, and have the desire to structure and develop a given topic in a logical 

manner.  Acceptance into A.P. Computers is based on computer knowledge and 

teacher approval. 

 

Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 

 

Designed for students of superior reading and writing ability.  Students must go 

through the application process, which begins in the third term of the previous 

year.  Advanced Placement students should expect to take a regular part in class 

discussion and in the presentation of material.  Regular examinations and essays 

will prepare the student to take an examination for college credit at the end of 

the year.  The class will proceed at an accelerated pace, and the plays, novels, 

stories, and poems studied will be consistent with the adult level of reading and 

analysis that is required of college students.  Students must obtain a summer 

reading list and assignments from the teacher. 

 

Advanced Placement French 

 

Students who wish to take Advanced Placement French must have completed French 

III with an ñA-ñ average or French IV with a ñBò average.  Students will take the 

Advanced Placement Examination in French Language, a comprehensive test of all 

language skills:  listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

 

Advanced Placement German 

 

Advanced Placement German is intended predominantly for seniors who wish to 

pursue college level work.  Interested students must complete the application 

process and have the instructorôs permission.  Applicants must have completed 

German III or German IV with at least a ñBò average.*  Those wishing to take A.P. 

German as a junior should have at least an ñA-ò average. 

 

*In all German classes. 

 

Advanced Placement Government 

 

This class will help student prepare for the Advance Placement Exam and also 

prepare for college political science classes.  Students will study the U.S. 

government and its operations, the constitution and political philosophy, 

political parties and interest groups, civil rights and intergovernmental 

relations.  U.S. Government recommended. 

 

Advanced Placement Latin 

 

This program prepares the fourth year student for the Advanced Placement test in 

Latin.  Emphasis is on the translation and an analysis of the poetry of Vergil, 

from the classical period of Latin Literature through the study of the epic poem, 

The Aeneid.  The Vergil course is designed for the student on a four year course 

of study. 

  

Advanced Placement Spanish 

 

This course is intended for those students who demonstrate comprehension of 

intermediate- level Spanish concepts and possess an ability to use Spanish in a 

cohesive and grammatically correct manner to communicate both in speaking and 

writing.  Those students also demonstrate an intermediate-level ability to 

understand and interpret written and spoken Spanish.  This course is designed to 

further develop those skills while preparing for the specific expectations of the 
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College Board Advanced Placement Spanish Language Exam.  Emphasis is placed on 

developing a rich vocabulary, high level of fluency, use and control of complex 

structures, excellent pronunciation, accurate social and cultural references, 

organization and cohesiveness. 

 

Advanced Placement Statistics 

 

The Advanced Placement course in statistics consists of a full academic year of 

work in statistics, that is more rigorous than an introductory college statistics 

course. 

 

In general, this course is recommended for students with a strong background in 

algebraic reasoning, and interest and motivation in studying a broad range of 

statistical applications.  Students should have a B or better in Algebra 2 (or 

Algebra 3).  Students should be able to express their thoughts clearly in 

writing, so their grades in their most recent Language Arts class will also be 

considered.  It is required that students who take an A.P. course in statistics 

will take the A.P. examination, and expected that they seek college credit or 

placement or both, from institutions of higher learning.  Students who 

successfully complete the course and examination may receive credit and/or 

advanced placement for a one semester introductory college statistics course. 

 

Advanced Placement United States History 

 

This course is intended for juniors and seniors who are especially interested and 

talented in history and who are able to handle extensive reading and writing 

assignments.  For admission to the class, students should have completed the 

survey course in U.S. History and/or have strong recommendations from their 

Social Studies teachers, complete an application and obtain the permission of the 

A.P. teacher to register for the class. 

 

Advanced Placement World History 

 

This course is a broad survey of World History with in-depth work on selected 

patterns of political, social, and economic change throughout human history.  

Although the course will help prepare students to pass the Advanced Placement 

exam in World History, the main goal of the class is to prepare the student for 

college by improving reading interpretation and writing skills.  Extensive 

reading and writing will be required.  Successful completion of this course will 

fulfill the State of Michigan World History & Geography requirement and the 

Okemos High School graduation requirement in place of World History. 
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ACADEMIC POLICIES 

AND PROCEDURES 
 
TESTING OUT POLICY 

 

Consistent with the Michigan School Code, Okemos High School provides the 

opportunity for eligible high school students to "test out" of any course.  The 

"test out" option does not apply to those courses in which students are currently 

enrolled. Testing out is also an option for students who have failed a course at 

OHS. If a student wishes to test out of the course he/she has failed, rather than 

repeat the course, the student must contact the school no later than a week after 

receiving the end-of-year report card. 

  

In order to test out, students will need to exhibit mastery of the subject matter 

of the course by attaining a grade of not less than C+ (based on the OHS grading 

scale as cited in the Okemos High School Student-Parent Handbook) in a final 

examination-like test and/or other activity(ies)required for the course.  Other 

activities required for a course and by which the student may be asked to 

demonstrate mastery in the course for the purposes of testing out, include but 

are not limited to  portfolio, performance, paper, project, or presentation.  

Testing out exams to determine mastery will be organized as follows: 

 

1. A year-long course will employ a single test-out period of up to three 

hours, and a one semester course will employ a single test-out period 

of up to one and one-half hours. 

2. In world language, two test-out periods will be employed:  one for oral 

testing and one for written testing. 

 

Where other activities are required to demonstrate mastery in a course for the 

purpose of testing out (in place of or in addition to a testing out exam), the 

student might be required to complete assignments in advance of the testing out 

period and submit those assignments at the time of the testing out period. 

 

Testing out should not be viewed as a ñcorrespondence courseò experience, whereby 

students study material for a period of time and then attempt a final exam at a 

later date.  The purpose of testing out is to enable students who have acquired a 

proficiency and skill in certain subject areas to demonstrate their proficiency 

and progress in the subject area without being required to enroll in courses 

which are composed of material the student has already mastered.  Indeed, our 

experience has been that the percentage of students who successfully test out of 

a course is low. 

 

Additionally, students and parents should be aware that by successfully testing 

out of a course, a student will miss participation in class discussions and 

opportunities to develop higher level thinking skills, which are nurtured by 

daily contact with the instructor. 

 

A student successfully testing out of a course will be awarded credit in that 

class and a ñpassò with no letter grade recorded on the transcript and no effect 

on the grade point average.  A successful test out will be counted toward 

fulfillment of a requirement within a subject area and will be counted toward 

fulfillment of a requirement as to course sequence. For example, testing out of a 

math course will enable a student to take the next course in the math sequence as 

well as to satisfy one of the four credits in math required to graduate.  The 

Board of Education has determined that successfully testing out of a course will 

not count toward the twenty-two (22) credits required for graduation from OHS. 

Students who successfully test out of a course may not receive credit thereafter 

for a course lower in course sequence in the same subject area. 

 

If a student possesses competency in a world language which is not offered by the 
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district as a course, he/she may receive high school credit in that world 

language, if the student demonstrates proficiency in the world language by means 

of a test out experience and/or competency test.  In the case of testing out of a 

world language that is not offered by Okemos High School, the requesting family 

may be required to assist in the process of identifying a qualified evaluator. 

 

The procedure for testing out shall include: 

 

1. It will be necessary for students to submit requests to test out of 

courses in order to be included in the test out opportunity.  The Testing 

Out Registration Form must be completed and returned to the studentôs 

guidance counselor by the last school day in April. 

 

If a student fails to apply for testing out by the deadline date and the 

student/parents believe extenuating circumstances exist and therefore seek 

an extension of the deadline date, an appeal can be made, in writing, to 

the principal. In hearing the appeal, the principal will, after 

conferencing with the area coordinator and any teacher in the department 

who has relevant information related to the request, determine whether a 

compelling reason to grant a variance exists. 

 

2. In June, students will receive information about the test and information 

about each course for which they register to test out.  The information 

will include a course description, a course syllabus, and a description of 

test out requirements.  Texts, for which a deposit of $75.00 per book is 

required, may be picked up at Okemos High School in the main office, on 

the Tuesday after school has been dismissed for the year. This deposit 

should not be forwarded, nor can it be accepted, prior to the student 

receiving the textbook. 

 

3. The dates for testing out will be within the three weeks preceding the 

start of the school year. 

 

4. When a student successfully tests out of a course in August, a schedule 

change for  the next school year will, in most cases, be necessary.  This 

necessity occurs when the student has included in his/her schedule for the 

next school year, the course out of which he/she successfully tested.  

Since the schedule change will occur just days before the school year 

begins and perhaps after the scheduled drop-add days, a student might have 

to accept a revised schedule that does not include preferred teachers 

and/or preferred class hours.   

 

5. Most often, admission into an advanced placement course in a particular 

department requires a certain grade (A or B) in all previously completed 

prerequisite courses.  Therefore, students are advised that the 

achievement of a C+ grade for testing out of a course that is a 

prerequisite for an advanced placement course might not be adequate for 

admission to an advanced placement course to be taken later in the 

studentôs high school career. These prerequisite courses for advanced 

placement courses are listed in the advanced placement course descriptions 

found in the Okemos High School Guide to Curriculum for Students and 

Parents. 

 

It is strongly recommended that a student not attempt to test out of a 

course that is an immediate prerequisite for an advanced placement course. 

Knowledge gained in an immediate prerequisite course is essential for 

success in advanced placement courses. 

   

If you have questions or concerns, please contact a guidance counselor. 
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AUDITING COURSES 

 

l. PRIOR approval to audit a course must be obtained from the teacher whose 

course will be audited.  The administrator in charge of scheduling must 

also be notified of this arrangement and give his/her approval.  The 

teacher may choose to place certain stipulations on the auditing student 

relative to homework, tests, participation, etc. in the form of a contract 

approved by the administrator responsible for scheduling. 

 

2. A student may drop a class within the first twenty(20) days of a semester 

to audit a class, rather than attend guided study hour.  This must be done 

with the approval of the teacher of the course to be audited and the 

administration. 

 

3. Neither credit nor grade will be given for auditing a course and a form to 

that effect must be signed by the student, parent, teacher, and           

administrator.    

                   

4. The attendance expectations for a student auditing a course will be the 

same as that for students who are taking the course for credit. 

 

5.   THE COURSE SELECTED FOR AUDIT CANNOT BE CHANGED TO CREDIT STATUS      

 

6.   If class size increases, the student auditing the class may be asked to 

 drop it and be placed in guided study. 

 

7.   If the auditing student causes any discipline problem in the class, he/she 

will be dropped it and be placed in guided study. 

 

8. In some instances, a student who has failed a course because of poor 

attendance may audit the course with administrator approval and teacher 

approval. 

 

GUIDELINES REGARDING CREDIT EARNED EXTERNALLY 

 

Okemos High School grants external credit accordingly: 

 

1.    Through summer school study 

2.    Through independent study programs 

3.    Through study abroad 

4.    Through work study programs 

5.    Through extension, correspondence, and televised courses 

6. Through dual enrollment 

 

Where these courses for external credit are in the areas of math, science, social 

studies and English, the course must meet the Michigan High School Content 

Expectations. 

       

Additionally, the following conditions must be met: 

         

Credit through extension, correspondence, and televised courses.  The 

school may accept credit earned by a student through correspondence or 

extension study towards satisfying the requirements for graduation, 

providing the course has been approved by the principal in advance of the 

student's enrollment.  Such credit shall be earned through the 

satisfactory completion of courses offered by an institution accredited by 

the North Central Association, one of the other regional accrediting 

associations, AdvancEd or the Commission on International and Trans-

Regional Accreditation (CITA).   

 

See also Correspondence Courses and Extension Study cited below. 
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CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND EXTENSION STUDY 

 

Correspondence courses are generally discouraged.  However, where the school 

feels that this study is appropriate and useful to the pupil concerned, it will 

be considered.  Also, correspondence courses may be used to assist in making up 

deficiencies or enriching the pupil's program.   

 

1. A total of four (4) credits may be earned externally toward the high 

school diploma. 

 

2. The mandated credits of the 22 credits required for graduation may be 

taken externally only from an approved educational institution (accredited 

by North Central Association) such as LCC, MSU, East Lansing or Lansing 

summer schools, etc. and not a correspondence program.  The activity 

portion of The Board of Education course, Foundations of Physical 

Education, which is required for graduation, may not be taken externally. 

 

3. If the stipulations in number two above are appealed to the principal, 

he/she may allow graduation requirement credits to be earned through 

correspondence courses offered through Indiana University or the 

University  of Nebraska (or  another educational institution accredited 

by North Central Association and designated by the counselor). 

 

4. Students who desire a correspondence program for a course which is not 

among the sixteen mandated credits of the twenty-two credits required for 

graduation, must take that course from Indiana University or the 

University of Nebraska or another educational institution accredited by 

North Central Association.  The American School of Chicago correspondence 

program may be considered for credit only with the advice and consent of 

the studentôs counselor and the principal. 

 

5. Students must initiate all requests for external credit with their 

counselor where they will fill out an External Credit Form, which will be 

signed by the counselor.  The student will then submit this form to the 

principal for consideration.  Counselors will be informed of the 

principal's approval or disapproval. 

 

6. Credits earned by correspondence, dual enrollment, extension, or summer 

school will not have a grade designation entered on the transcript nor 

have an effect on the grade point average.  

 

7. In the case of seniors enrolled in correspondence courses and extension 

study programs, it is strongly advised that the student and parents 

require the school granting the external credit to report the final 

grade/credit to Okemos High School by May 1st.  If the credit is not 

received at OHS by May 1st, it is likely that there will be insufficient 

time to process the credit to ensure participation in commencement.  

 

See also Guidelines Regarding Credit Earned Externally cited above. 

 

CREDIT COURSES TAKEN ABROAD 

 

In the case of a course taken abroad, prior approval shall be requested of the 

principal, if the student is seeking credit for the course.  It is recommended 

that the credentials received be attached to the student's transcript.  

 

 

EXTENDED TRAVEL - TRAVEL ABROAD 

 

Generally speaking, there will be no credit granted for travel abroad.  Absences 

for purposes of travel are addressed in the OHS Attendance Policy and are not 

allowed in excess of five(5) school days.  Extended absences for purposes of 
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travel may require that the student become inactive at OHS for a period of time 

and continue his/her studies through an approved correspondence program, i.e. 

University of Indiana or University of Nebraska, with the permission of the 

principal.  Okemos High School counselors can assist students and parents in the 

process of selecting correspondence courses. 

 

CONCURRENT COLLEGE/OHS EXTERNAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM  

 

This program is designed to provide an opportunity for qualified high school 

students to earn college credit concurrently with their high school study, 

college credit, which may count toward a college degree program.  Concurrent dual 

enrollment may also allow for a student to earn credit toward an Okemos High 

School diploma, according to the Guidelines Regarding Credit Earned Externally, 

cited above. 

 

For eligibility in the Concurrent Dual Enrollment Program: 

 

1. Applicant must be working toward graduation requirements at Okemos High 

 School. 

 

2. In most cases, applicant must have obtained junior or senior high school 

standing prior to applying for the program. 

 

3. Applicant must have written recommendation from his/her high school 

 counselor. 

 

4. Three semester hours of credit at an accredited institution (e.g. LCC,    

MSU) will equal .50 semester credits at OHS. 

 

5. Credits earned by correspondence, concurrent dual enrollment, extension or 

televised courses will not have a grade designation entered on the 

transcript nor have an  effect on the grade point average.   

 

6. Generally speaking, there will be no credit granted for travel abroad.  

See Extended Travel - Travel Abroad. 

 

7. Students enrolled in CHAMP (Cooperative Highly Accelerated Math Program) 

at Michigan State University earn one year math credit at Okemos High 

School for one year enrollment in math at MSU.  Credit earned in CHAMP 

will not have a letter grade designation entered on the transcript.  A 

passing grade in CHAMP will be recorded as a "G" and a failing grade will 

be recorded as an "H".  Neither impacts the grade-point-average.  (A copy 

of MSU CHAMP grades will be attached to studentôs college application at 

the studentôs request when completing college applications during 

studentôs senior year.) 

 

STATE MANDATED DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM 

 

Effective, April 1, 1996, Public Act 160 created the Postsecondary Enrollment 

Options Act, which directs school districts to assist students who are in the 

dual enrollment program in paying tuition and fees for courses at Michigan public 

or private colleges or universities (the dual enrollment program applies only 

during the academic school year), if all of the following conditions are met: 

  

1. The student has earned a Michigan Merit Examination (MME) endorsement in 
the content areas in which he/she intends to dually enroll, if such an 

endorsement is available.  The student is eligible to take courses in 

subjects for which there are no endorsements such as computer science, 

vocational education, world language courses not offered by the school, 

and fine arts programs, as permitted by the district. 

2. Public Act 594 of 2004, one of the pieces of legislation that created the 
MME, requires the Michigan Department of Education to set the passing 



 

71 
 

scores on the readiness exams that are used to determine eligibility for 

dual enrollment.  These readiness exams are the MME, the PSAT, The ACT 

PLAN and the ACT. The MME legislation indicates that the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction is to: 

determine qualifying scores for each subject area 

component of a readiness assessment that indicates 

readiness to enroll in a postsecondary course in 

that subject under this act. 

For sophomore and junior students who wish to take advantage of dual 

enrollment, but do not have MME scores (since the MME is not taken until 

the spring of the junior year), the Office of Educational Assessment and 

Accountability (OEAA) has established passing scores on three other 

examinations, the ACT, the ACT PLAN assessment and the College Board PSAT 

assessment.  Students seeking dual enrollment in the sophomore year will 

need a qualifying ACT score, since they will not have had the opportunity 

to take the ACT Plan or PSAT. The ACT Plan, PSAT and ACT can be used by 

juniors to qualify for dual enrollment.  Once juniors participate in the 

MME in the spring of their junior year, their MME scores will be used for 

dual enrollment decisions.  

 

The passing scores on the readiness assessments are shown below: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Okemos Public Schools will not fund a studentôs dual enrollment until 

Okemos High School is in receipt of the qualifying scores.   

 

3. The student is enrolled at Okemos High School in at least one high school 
class.  The studentôs high school schedule is shortened in proportion to 

the number of college classes in which the student is dually enrolled. 

4. The college course(s) is an academic course not offered at OHS.  An 
exception to this could occur if the Board of Education determines that a 

scheduling conflict exists which is beyond the studentôs control. 

5. The college course is not a hobby, craft, recreation or physical education 
course and is not a course in the subject areas of theology, divinity, or 

religious education. 

 

School districts are required to pay the lesser of:  (a) the actual charge for 

tuition, mandatory course fees, materials fees and registration fees; or (b) the 

state portion of the studentôs foundation allowance, adjusted to the proportion 

of the school year the student attends the post-secondary institution. 

 

If a student meets all of the above conditions, is approved to register at the 

post-secondary institution, registers for a course and then later decides to drop 

Assessment Test  Section Content Area 
Minimum Dual enrollment 

Qualifying Score 

  

PSAT 

Critical Reading Reading 44 

Writing Skills Writing 49 

Mathematics Mathematics 45 

 

 

PLAN 

Mathematics Mathematics 18 

Reading Reading 17 

Science Science 19 

English English 21 

 

 

ACT 

Mathematics Mathematics 18 

Reading Reading 17 

Science Science 19 

English English 21 

 

 

MME 

Reading Reading 1100 

Writing Writing 1100 

Mathematics Mathematics 1100 

Science Science 1100 

Social Studies Social Studies 1100 
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the course, the student will be responsible for the tuition. 

 

After Okemos Public Schools pays their portion of the dual enrollment fee, be 

aware that the familyôs financial obligation to the post secondary institution 

might be considerable.  Therefore, parents are advised to consult with the post 

secondary institution for the actual cost before making a final decision 

concerning Dual Enrollment.   

 

PROCESS FOR STATE MANDATED DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM 

 

1. Student consults with counselor.    

 

2. Counselor consults the State Mandated Dual Enrollment Application Form. 

  

3. Counselor determines whether or not the student qualifies for state 

mandated dual enrollment status. 

 

4. Counselor provides the State Mandated Dual Enrollment Application Packet. 

The student must follow the directions on the packet specific to Michigan 

State University or Lansing Community College. Completed packets must be 

signed by the parent and returned to the counselor. 

 

5. Counselor forwards the completed Application Form and the Verification of 

Eligibility Letter to the principal. 

 

6. Principal signs the Verification of Eligibility Letter, and sends a copy 

of both the Application Form and the Verification of Eligibility Letter to 

the parent, the OPS director of finance, the studentôs counselor, and the 

OHS registrar. 

 

7. Parents will be responsible for tuition and fee payment to the post-

secondary institution, minus the amount the law requires the school 

district to pay.  In the event that a student enrolls in a course taught 

in a post secondary institution according to the state mandated dual 

enrollment program and the student subsequently withdraws from the course, 

the student and a parent/guardian will be responsible for reimbursing the 

school district for any payments made by the school district to the 

postsecondary institution. 

 

SUMMER STUDY 

 

Students who wish to make up deficiencies in credit or who wish to take courses 

for enrichment will be granted permission by the studentôs counselor to do so in 

a summer program. The student may take such courses in any approved secondary 

school summer program.  However, all credits earned in an approved summer school 

program will not have the letter grade designation entered on the transcript, nor 

will that letter grade have an effect on the studentôs grade point average. 

 

Credits and a letter grade earned by correspondence, dual enrollment, extension, 

or summer school (i.e. credits earned external to Okemos High School) for the 

purpose of repeating an OHS course in which the student received a grade below 

ñCò, will not have the letter grade designation entered on the transcript, nor 

will that letter grade have an effect on the studentôs grade point average. 

 

The student should check his/her proposed plan of study with his/her counselor to 

make certain that the summer study will transfer to the OHS transcript. 

 

EDUCATI0N 2020 

 

Education 2020, or E2020, is an online credit recovery program available to 

OHS students.  OHS faculty modified the E2020 course templates to align them 

to the OHS curriculum. The E2020 program may be offered as an after school or 
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summer program, funding permitting.  The following students are eligible to 

register for E2020 courses: 

 

1. Any student who was previously enrolled but did not earn credit in 

a course specifically required by the Michigan Merit Curriculum.  

2. Any student who completed make up credit and as a result is out of 

sequence for a course.  For example, a student who does not earn 

credit in the first semester of Algebra I may make up that credit 

during the second semester, then continue the E2020 Algebra 1 

course during the summer in order to enroll in the next course in 

the math sequence.  

3. Any student with an active Individualized Education Plan (IEP) who 

receives one class period or more of resource per day and seeks 

enrollment at the Capital Area Career Center (CACC).  

4. Students unable to attend the regular school day due to prolonged 
illness or suspension, with administrative approval.  

Grades earned through the E2020 program will be recorded on the transcript as 

a ñGò and will replace the previous grade if applicable. This indicates that 

credit was earned and has no impact on the cumulative grade point average, 

other than the removal of the failing grade.   

 

With administrative approval, students enrolled in E2020 due to prolonged 

illness may be granted letter grades for their E2020 courses.     

 

Registration forms for the after school and summer E2020 programs may be 

obtained from the Guidance Office and require a counselor signature.  Program 

fees and schedules are determined on a yearly basis.  

 

 

DROP/ADD POLICY 

DROPS AND ADDS IN THE SUMMER 

 

Students may drop and add classes for both semesters according to the summer drop 

and add procedure, which is outlined in a letter home to students and parents in 

early June.  Drops and adds will be considered according to the following 

guidelines: 

 

1. Physical inability to take a class due to accident or illness is 

reasonable  cause for a schedule change. 

 

2. Special education caseload students may change their schedules in 

consultation with their counselors and resource teachers. 

 

3. Any student whose schedule reflects an obvious error may change the 

schedule. 

 

4. A change in a student's academic standing as a result of classes taken 
over the summer may cause a schedule change.  A lack of a prerequisite for 

a course may cause a schedule change, as well. 

 

5. Some drops and adds may be considered to accommodate other requests to 

alter schedules.  However, the ability to honor such requests will be 

limited, based on an effort to balance classes and balance teachers' 

overall assigned student loads to create an optimal learning environment. 

 

6. The disparity in class size between the same course offered the same hour 
at the high school cannot exceed four (4) students.  

 

Note: In attempting to change a studentôs schedule in response to a 
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student request, a disparity that exceeds four (4) students between 

two sections of the same course in another class hour cannot be 

created. 

 

Any request for a schedule change should be accompanied by a form signed by 

parents.  Such forms will be available in the guidance office. 

 

DROPS AND ADDS AFTER THE SCHOOL YEAR HAS BEGUN 

 

No classes will be added to a studentôs schedule for either semester once the 

school year has begun, except: 

       

1. For credit to be earned in co-op, work experience and community service 

 when this is done within the first twenty (20) days of the semester. 

   

2.    In the case where a guided study hour or reduced schedule is added in 

place of a class within the first twenty (20) days of the semester.  

However, the addition of one of these placements in a studentôs schedule 

must be made in the hour of the school day in which the class that is 

being dropped occurs. 

 

3. A class may be added in place of a guided study hour within the first ten 

(10) days of the semester where an academic class is added; or within 

fifteen (15) days where a nonacademic class is added.  However, the guided 

study hour that is dropped must not be a guided study hour that was added 

earlier in the drop/add process in the place of a course for credit. 

 

4.   Requests for schedule changes in cases involving inappropriate placement 

 of a student in an academic area, emergency situations, and exceptional  

 cases, will be considered by administration on an individual basis 

 throughout the semester. 

 

ADDITIONALLY: 

 

1. Drops from class after the twentieth (20) day of the semester will 

 result in an academic failure in the course dropped and the student 

 will be allowed to add only a guided study hour in place of the course 

 dropped. 

 

2. A student may elect to take a course on a credit/no credit basis, if the 

option is elected within the first twenty (20) days of the semester. 

 

3. A student may drop a course to audit a course, with approval of the 

 teacher of the course to be audited, within the first twenty (20) 

 school days of a semester.  

 

4. In all cases, a student must begin a drop/add request with a contact 

 with his/her counselor. 

 

5. Counselors will inform students for whom a drop/add request is written to 

continue with their schedule until officially notified of the approval of 

the drop/add request. 

 

6. It will be the responsibility of the student to contact the registrar to 

determine whether the drop/add request has been approved or denied. 

 

ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY 

 

In order to maintain continuous athletic eligibility, a student is required to 

be enrolled in, and successfully complete four credit-bearing courses each 

semester. 
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PROCEDURE FOR SECOND SEMESTER COURSE CHANGES 

 

1. Drops and adds for the entire school year are held during the summer 

months.  There will be no drop-adds for either semester of the school year 

once school has begun, except for those cases noted in the section 

entitled DROPS AND ADDS AFTER THE SCHOOL YEAR HAS BEGUN in the DROP/ADD 

POLICY. 

 

2. In the case of a student who receives a first semester grade of "E" in a 

year long course and the student, parent, and school believe the student 

would benefit from an alternate placement, a drop/add will be allowed for 

the second semester (working through the studentôs counselor). 

 

GRADING 

 

A studentôs grade point average will be computed according to the following 

scale: 

 

A  =  4.00  100% - 93% 

A- =  3.80  92  - 90 

B+ =  3.50  89  - 87 

B  =  3.00  86  - 83 

B- =  2.80  82  - 80 

C+ =  2.50  79  - 77 

C  =  2.00  76  - 73 

C- =  l.80  72  - 70 

D+ =  l.50  69  - 67 

D  =  l.00  66  - 63 

D- =   .80  62  - 60 

E  =   .00  

W  =   .00 (indicates a failure for attendance reasons) 

G  = Satisfactory -- Credit (used for Credit/No Credit courses)  

H  = No grade/no credit  

I  = Incomplete 

S  =  Loss of credit due to excessive absence 

U  =  Loss of credit due to excessive tardies 

 

Grades will be sent home at the end of the first nine weeks of semester courses. 

These are indicator grades and will not be entered on transcripts.  Only final 

grades issued at the end of the semester will be transcript grades. 

 

GRADE CHANGE POLICY 

 

A grade given to a student by a teacher shall not be changed unless the teacher 

who gave the grade concurs with the grade change or a review panel recommends a 

change in the grade to the superintendent. 

 

A student or the studentôs representative may request a semester grade change 

from the teacher who gave the grade.  The proponent of the grade change must 

submit the request within thirty (30) days of the start of the semester following 

the semester in which the contested grade was given. 

 

In the event the teacher does not concur with such a request, the student or 

studentôs representative may bring the issue to the building principal for 

further discussion.  After discussion with the principal, the student or 

studentôs representative may appeal to a review panel to consider the request. 

The principal will cause a review panel to be established. 

 

A review panel shall consist of the Superintendent of Schools or designee, a 

member of the Board of Education selected by the board president, and three 

teacher representatives selected by the Okemos Education Association: one 
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elementary, one middle school, and one high school.  The review panel will be 

convened according to regulations established by the Superintendent of Schools, 

and the review panel decision will be final.   

 

GRADUATION 

 

l. In most cases, it is felt that students should be encouraged to stay in 

school the full four years and take enrichment courses to fill out their 

programs.  If the student and parents have a strong desire for graduation 

in less than four years, then the student, parents and counselor must 

confer on the matter.  Early Graduation Intent Forms will be available in 

the Counselor's Office. 

 

2.   A student who is deficient only one-half credit or more needed for 

graduation, will  be expected to take a full load while in attendance.  

This "full load" will consist of a minimum of six classes or five class 

hours and an approved reduced schedule. 

 

3.   Participation in commencement shall be optional if the student has met all 

graduation requirements. 

   

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

Okemos High School offers a comprehensive program of studies which meets the 

needs of students of varying levels of interests and abilities.  Its graduation 

requirements are based on a philosophy of education which is geared toward the 

provision of a broad-based program of studies for all of its students. 

 

Minimum graduation requirements are established by the State of Michigan and 

Michigan Department of Education and are known as the Michigan Merit Curriculum. 

The Okemos Board of Education shall ensure that each student in the Okemos Public 

Schools is offered the curriculum necessary to meet these requirements. 

 

A.  Graduating Classes of 2011 and Thereafter  

Beginning with the graduating class of 2011 (2007-2008 freshman), each student is 

required to be enrolled in and to attend a minimum of six (6) class periods per 

semester until he/she reaches a minimum of twenty-two (22) credits to graduate 

from Okemos High School, of which 18 credits (subject to modification in some 

areas as provided by statute) will be comprised of: 

 

1. Four (4) credits in English, which must include Literature and Composition 

9 as well as Literature and Composition 10, or their approved alternative. 

 

2. Four (4) credits in mathematics, which must include: Algebra I, Geometry, 

Algebra II, and math in the senior year. 

 

3. Three (3) credits in science; which must include: Physical Science, 

Biology, Chemistry or Physics, or their approved alternative. 

 

4. Three (3) credits in social studies, which must include: one (1) credit of 

U.S. History to include Geography, one (1) credit of World History to 

include Geography, one-half (.5) credit of American Government, and one-

half (.5) credit Economics. 

 

5.   One (1) credit in health and physical education, which must include the   

Foundations of Physical Education course. This course will be a 

prerequisite to any elective course in Physical Education and is usually 

taken during ninth or tenth grade. 

 

6. Three (3) elective credits, with one (1) full credit taken from two of 

three areas (listed in alphabetical order): Career and Technology 
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Education (Business and Computer Education, Career Center, Life Management 

Education, Technology Education);  Fine Arts (Art, Drama, Music); and 

World Languages.  One-half credit of the three credits can be satisfied by 

a Physical Education elective (not to include credit for the Foundations 

of Physical Education course). 

 

In addition, students must incorporate twenty hours of online experience in 

grades six (6) through twelve (12) into their required credits.   

 

To support the on-line requirement in the Michigan Merit Curriculum, students 

will be involved in structured learning activities that utilize technology in 

intranet/internet-based tools and resources as the delivery method for 

instruction, research, assessment and communication.  These activities may 

include one or more of the following: web quests, blogs, wikis, podcasts, 

videocasts, online research, online field trips, online simulations, educational 

gaming, electronic portfolios, test preparation and career planning tools.   

 

Personal Curriculum Modification Procedure for the Class of 2011 and 

Thereafter 

 

Under certain circumstances, such as where a student anticipates great 

difficulty meeting the Michigan Merit Curriculumôs Algebra II requirement, a 

student seeks to increase the rigor of the Michigan Merit Curriculum in a 

specific subject area, or a student with an active Individualized Educational 

Plan (IEP) who needs to modify credit requirements based on a documented 

disability, a Personal Curriculum may be pursued.   

 

To initiate a Personal Curriculum:  

 

1. The student must have a complete Educational Development Plan that 

reflects the need to modify the curriculum.  

2. The Personal Curriculum must be requested by a parent, legal guardian, 
or emancipated student, or by the student with the permission of the 

parent or legal guardian.  

3. The requested modification must be an allowable Personal Curriculum 

Modification as determined by the Michigan Department of Education.  

4. A Personal Curriculum Development team will review the request.  This 
meeting must include but is not limited to the student, the parent, and 

the counselor. Students with an active IEP should also include the 

school psychologist when appropriate.* 

5. If agreed upon, a completed Personal Curriculum request will be 

forwarded to the superintendent or designee for signature and approval. 

  

 

*Note:  A Personal Curriculum Development team must be separate from the IEP  

        team.   

 

Once a Personal Curriculum has been approved by the superintendent or 

designee, the parent is responsible to monitor the studentôs progress toward 

completion of the Personal Curriculum on a quarterly basis.   

 

Please be aware that inasmuch as this process is new and the Michigan 

Department of Education continues to modify the requirements and process for 

the Personal Curriculum, this information should be used as a guide, with the 

understanding that more current information may be available after the 

printing of this handbook.   

 

For the most current information regarding the Michigan Merit Curriculum and 

the Personal Curriculum Modifications, please visit www.michigan.gov/mde  

 

 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/mde
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS WAIVER PROCEDURES NOT TO INCLUDE WAIVER FROM MMC COURSES 

 

Okemos High School offers a comprehensive program of studies which meets the 

needs of students of varying levels of interests and abilities.  Its graduation 

requirements are based on a philosophy of education which is geared toward the 

provision of a broad-based program of studies for all of its students.  However, 

it is recognized that under some circumstances a very few students for 

demonstrable reasons will be unable to fulfill the requirements.  Therefore, a 

waiver may be considered according to the following guidelines and procedures: 

 

GUIDELINES FOR THE WAIVER 

 

1. Except in case of physical disability, a waiver from any graduation 

requirement will be considered as a last resort. 

 

2. Waivers will not be granted prematurely.  The student shall have 

demonstrated sincere attempts and efforts to meet the graduation 

requirements before asking for waiver from them.  An Educational 

Development Plan (EDP) drawn up with the counselor shall be required in 

the freshman year. The EDP is a roadmap for the studentôs four years at 

high school and is updated annually. 

 

3. Even in the process of considering and granting waivers, the position of 

Okemos High School will be to attempt alternative ways of meeting the 

graduation requirements as opposed to waiving completely or partially from 

them. 

 

GENERAL WAIVER PROCEDURES 

 

1. Application for a waiver may be made by the student and/or by the 

student's parents, in writing.  Parental consent indicated by parentôs 

signature is necessary on the application of any student under the age of 

18 years. 

 

2. Students intending to apply for a waiver must discuss the application with 

a counselor and secure the counselor's signature on the application prior 

to requesting the waiver. 

 

3. The written waiver request when completed is to be filed with the 

principal. 

 

4. The decision to grant or deny a waiver request will be made by the 

principal. 

 

*  Any student seeking a waiver of the graduation requirements who is denied a 

waiver by the principal may appeal to a designee of the superintendent and 

ultimately to a committee of the Board of Education. 
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Michigan Merit Curriculum 

Personal Curriculum Modification Options 

 
Subject Area Credit Requirements Personal Curriculum (PC) 

Modification Required 

All requirements may be fulfilled in a variety of ways, including: traditional courses; Career and Technical 

Education; integrated sequence of instruction of the required High School Content Expectations (HSCE); online 

learning; Advanced Placement and college credit courses; work based learning; project based learning, etc.   

4 English Language Arts Credits V No modification except for students with disabilities 

4 Mathematics Credits 

 3 credits:  Geometry, Algebra I, 

Algebra II; or an integrated sequence of 

instruction of the required High School 

Content Expectations (HSCE) for 

mathematics.1 additional math or math-

related course. 

 Math or math-related high school level 

credit in the final year.   

 

To qualify for a PC math modification, students must have 

completed: 

V 2.5 MMC math credit requirements (Geometry, Algebra I 

and .5 credit of Algebra II or equivalent) and have a 

minimum of 4 credits including math in their final year 

To graduate, students must complete: 

V A minimum of 4 math or math-related credits up through 

an equivalent of .5 Algebra II and math in their final year 

Additional modifications may be available for students with 

disabilities.   

3 Science Credits 

 2 credits:  Biology, Chemistry or 

Physics; or an integrated sequence of 

instruction of the required HSCE for 

science from the above courses 

 1 additional high school level science 

credit 

V No modification except for students with disabilities 

3 Social Studies Credits(no sequence 

required) 

 .5 Civics 

 .5 Economics 

 US History and Geography 

 World History and Geography 

V No modification of Civics 

V 2 credits must be earned 

V Modified only if student takes additional credit(s) beyond 

the required credits in English Language Arts, Math, 

Science or World Languages.   

1 Physical Education and Health Credit 

How this credit is offered is a local district 

decision 

V Modification allowed only if student takes additional 

credits(s) beyond the required credits in English Language 

Arts, Math, Science, or World Languages 

1 Visual, Performing, Applied Arts Credit V Modification allowed only if student takes additional 

credits(s) beyond the required credits in English Language 

Arts, Math, Science, or World Languages 

Online Learning Experience or Credit 

 Online course or learning experience 

OR 

 Online experience is incorporated into 

each of the required credits 

V No modification except for students with disabilities 

2 World Language Credits(Class of 2016) V No modification except for students with disabilities 
This document is intended to provide general guidance.  Due to the complexity of the law, policies and guidance will continue to evolve.  For 

specific information regarding the law, please refer to MCL 380.1278a and MCL 380.1278b.  v.12.07 
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GUIDED INDEPENDENT STUDY 

 

1. Guided Independent Study is a program reserved for students doing advanced 

work in a subject in which they have a firm foundation.  Freshmen are not 

eligible for Guided Independent Study. 

 

2. Guided Independent Study for either semester should be initiated during 

the registration period. 

 

3. In addition to completion of the application, the student must obtain a 

Guided Independent Study Program Outline for the Guided Independent Study 

course.  Goals and projects shall be stated and agreed upon between 

student and independent study teacher.  The Program Outline should also be 

completed during the registration period. 

 

4.  Both the application and the program outline form should be discussed with 

the student's counselor during the registration period. 

 

5.    Final approval for Guided Independent Study rests with the principal or a 

designee. 

 

6.    Permission will be granted for Guided Independent Study after Semester I 

registration only by approval of the principal.  Guided Independent Study 

will not be offered as a substitute for scheduled courses being offered 

except in those instances where scheduling conflicts arise. 

 

7.    All Guided Independent Study course work must be completed daily in a 

teacherôs classroom during a specific class hour, and the course must 

appear on the studentôs schedule for credit/letter grade in that specific 

class hour. 

 

8.    The student is responsible for reporting to his/her Guided Independent 

Study teacher daily so that attendance is accurately recorded. 

      

9.   No more than one course in Guided Independent Study may be taken during 

one semester. 

 

GUIDED STUDY HOUR 

 

The guided study hour provides students an opportunity to work on assignments.  

Guided study hour is taught by a certified teacher and consists of short 

instruction, followed by monitored individual study. 

 

1. Prompt and regular attendance will be required. 

 

2. Students assigned to the guided study hour, after failing a class due to 

poor attendance or losing credit due to excessive tardies, will be 

assigned a Saturday School for each unexcused absence in guided study 

hour.   

 

3. Students who elected a guided study hour will be assigned a Saturday 

School for their fourth unexcused absence from the guided study hour and 

each unexcused absence after the fourth one.   

 

When students reach their ninth tardy in guided study hour, they will be 

assigned an after school detention for that tardy and all subsequent 

tardies.  Students assigned to guided study hour after having lost credit 

in a class due to tardiness will be assigned a detention for each tardy 

they acquire in their guided study hour. 

 

Should a student fail to serve a Saturday School, the student will receive 

a one day suspension. 
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Attendance Procedures for Guided Study Hour 

 

Students who elected a guided study hour will be assigned a Saturday School for 

their fourth unexcused absence from guided study hour as well as for each 

unexcused absence after the fourth one.  The parent and student will be informed 

of this action by mail and by telephone.  Should a student fail to serve a 

Saturday School, the student will receive a one day suspension from school.  

Students assigned to guided study hour after having failed a class due to poor 

attendance, or after having lost credit due to excessive tardies, will be 

assigned a Saturday School for each unexcused absence they acquire in guided 

study hour.  Parent and student will be informed of this action by mail and by 

telephone.  Should a student fail to serve the Saturday School, the student will 

receive a one day suspension from school. 

 

CREDIT/NO CREDIT 

 

Students, after consulting with teachers, and with the approval of their parents, 

may request placement on a credit/no credit status for any combination of one 

credit during the school year.  The following conditions must be met: 

 

1. This request must be made within the first twenty (20) full school days of 

each semester. 

 

2. Forms for requesting the credit/no credit status may be obtained in the 

Guidance Office. 

 

3. Completed forms must be submitted to the counselor for his/her signature 

no later than within the first twenty (20) full school days of each 

semester. 

 

4. A passing grade in a course taken credit/no credit will be recorded as a 

"G" grade and does not impact the grade point average. 

 

5. A failing grade for a course taken credit/no credit is recorded as an "H" 

grade.  (No credit is granted; does not impact the grade point average.) 

 

6. The grading guidelines for credit/no credit will be the same as that for 

students taking the course for a letter grade. 

 

7.   It will be the teacher's option to cancel the credit/no credit status for 

a student whose performance is counterproductive to the goals of the 

credit/no credit program and/or inappropriate for the classroom.  In this 

case, the student will be placed on the traditional letter grade status, 

with the permission of the principal. 

 

8. Teacher-initiated credit/no credit status for extenuating circumstances 

will be considered after the first twenty (20) full school days of each 

semester. 

 

9. It is assumed that students enrolled in an advanced placement course are 

capable of doing college level work for credit and a letter grade. 

Requests for credit/no credit in an advanced placement course are contrary 

to the purposes of the course.  However, on a rare occasion, where a 

student for extraordinary reasons wishes to request credit/no credit in 

the advanced placement course, a conference will be arranged among the 

student, teacher, and the studentôs parents and such a request will be 

considered. 

 

10. Credit/no credit is extended at the end of the semester and is reflected 

on the transcript as ñGò or ñHò.  (See points 4 and 5 above).  However, a 

letter grade will be provided at the end of the first and third quarters 
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to indicate a studentôs progress in a credit/no credit course. 

 

11. Note: Athletes interested in playing sports in college:  The NCAA does 

accept credit (no letter grade) courses for core course requirements, but 

computes the grade as the lowest academic grade possible, ñD-ñ.  Any 

specific questions regarding NCAA eligibility qualifications should be 

directed to either the guidance office or the athletic office.   

 

RECOMMENDED COURSE LOADS 

 

A normal course load is made up of no more than five (5) solid (English, Science, 

Social Studies, Math, World Language) unit courses plus an elective.  Exceptions 

to this will be addressed on an individual basis with the counselor. 

 

REDUCED SCHEDULE 

 

Reduced Schedule is the provision of the school program that permits students to 

either begin their school day later than first period or terminate their school 

day before the end of sixth period. 

 

Although Michigan law requires students to attend 1,098 hours of instruction in 

the school year (hours could be changed by State of Michigan after publication of 

this handbook), students in good credit standing may request a reduced schedule 

and waive the State of Michigan requirement based on their ability to provide 

evidence that their educational needs are best served by a reduced schedule.  

Permission of parents and the school administration is required for a reduced 

schedule. 

 

Once students have been approved for a full or reduced schedule, they must remain 

on that schedule for the balance of the semester.  Since classes are in session 

during the period(s) students have been allowed to waive, courtesy and respect 

for the educational environment dictate that students who waive a full schedule 

be out of the halls and off campus.  Students must be off campus by the beginning 

of the class period they have waived.  Students who waive a class period in the 

early part of the day must not be on campus until the start of their first class. 

 

A student may not leave campus during the school day and return for classes 

except in accordance with the Okemos High School Attendance Policy.  Therefore, a 

student on a reduced schedule must have classes scheduled consecutively in the 

school day. 

     

REPEATING COURSES 

 

1. Without Teacher Recommendation 

Students who achieve a grade of ñC-ñ or lower may repeat the course without 

teacher recommendation but can receive credit for the course only once.  The 

transcript will reflect only the higher grade.  An exception will exist in the 

case of an elective course in which performance and skill practice are the goals. 

In this case, a student may choose to repeat the course more than once and all 

grades must appear on the transcript.  With regard to class size, preference will 

be given to students who have not yet taken the course.  

 

2. With Teacher Recommendation 

Students who repeat courses based on teacher recommendation may earn credit 

and a letter grade for each completed semester.  

 

Credits and a letter grade earned by correspondence, dual enrollment, or 

extension (i.e. credits earned external to Okemos High School) for the purpose of 

repeating an OHS course in which the student received a grade below ñCò, will not 
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have the letter grade designation awarded by the external institution entered on 

the transcript, nor will that letter grade awarded by the external institution 

have an effect on the studentôs grade point average.  Additionally when a course 

is repeated externally for the purpose of repeating an Okemos High School course 

in which the student received a grade below ñCò, the grade originally awarded by 

OHS (ñCò or below) will remain on the transcript. 

 

TRANSFER STUDENTS AND DIPLOMAS 

 

1. A minimum of one year's attendance at Okemos High School is required in 

order to obtain a diploma.  HOWEVER, exceptions may be made for incoming 

transfer students.  If a student meets the Okemos High School requirements 

and has not attended at least one year in the Okemos district, his/her 

counselor will review the circumstances and make a recommendation to the 

principal. 

 

2.   In those cases which involve only a few months of attendance in the 

Okemos district, it may be requested that the sending school grant the 

diploma if the student so desires it.  A diploma may be awarded from the 

district of the sending school as long as requirements are met for 

graduation in the sending schoolôs district. 
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GUIDANCE SERVICES 

 

 

The counseling office serves many functions for high school students and their 

parents. Most commonly, students associate counselors with the creation of 

student schedules and the submission of college applications.  However, 

counselors have many other responsibilities.  Counselors are also called on to 

help students in personal crisis, facilitate mediations between students, consult 

with students on problem solving, facilitate support groups, and provide 

information and referral to services outside the school.   

 

Counselors are different from social workers and psychologists since counselors 

receive specific training in career development and exploration.  Although a 

small percentage of high school students have a strong interest in a specific 

career, most students are still exploring options.  Many students will experience 

changes in career interest, or are interested in several different career areas. 

Counselors can help students identify some strengths and interests to explore.  

Counselors can help students find information about career options, education, 

salaries, etc., and can help students arrange job shadow opportunities and 

internships.    

 

For most students, some sort of training or education after high school will be 

necessary to achieve career goals.  A very high percentage of our graduating 

students enroll in either a 2 or 4 year college or university. Counselors can 

help students identify appropriate programs or schools, and are an essential part 

of the application process.  

 

It is important to know that counselors believe in student self determination.  

That means that a counselor will advise on decisions by helping gather as much 

information as possible.  A counselor may even suggest that a specific course of 

action based on stated goals, but ultimately the decision to act is up to the 

individual.  Counselors intend to help students advocate and take responsibility  

for themselves in consultation with parents. 

 

A great deal of information about counseling services is available through the 

guidance office website.  Many of the policies that govern decisions made by 

counselors can be found in the Guide to Curriculum.   

 

OKEMOS HIGH SCHOOL GUIDANCE STAFF (706-4920) 

 

Ext. 4920, Nancy Klug, Guidance Secretary   

Ext. 4921, Hedlun Walton, Counselor 

Ext. 4922, Andrea Hallead, Counselor 

Ext. 4924, Beth Josephson, Counselor 

Ext. 4923, Sara Gillespie, Counselor 

 

THE COUNSELORS WANT TO WORK CLOSELY WITH STUDENTS TO HELP THEM WITH THEIR UNIQUE 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT.  PARENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO HELP THEIR STUDENT UTILIZE 

GUIDANCE SERVICES. 

 

OKEMOS PUBLIC SCHOOLS POLICY STATEMENT/TITLE IX 

 

It is the policy of the Okemos Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of 

sex in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by 

Title IX of the 1972 Educational Amendments.  Inquiries regarding compliance with 

Title IX may be directed to the Superintendent of Schools, at 4406 N. Okemos 

Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864 (Telephone 349-9460) or to the Director of the 

Office of Civil Rights, Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C. 

 

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE ï TITLE IX 

  

Section I: If any person believes that the Okemos Public Schools or any part of 
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the school organization has inadequately applied the principles 

and/or regulations of Title IX or is in some way discriminatory on 

the basis of sex, he/she may bring forward a complaint, which shall 

be referred to as a grievance, to the local Title IX Coordinator at 

the following address: 

 

Superintendent of Schools 

4406 North Okemos Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 

Phone:  349-9460 

 

Section II: The person who believes he/she has a valid basis for grievance shall 

discuss the grievance informally and on a verbal basis with the 

Local Title IX Coordinator, who shall in turn investigate the 

complaint within three (3) business days.  If this reply is not 

acceptable to the complainant he/she may initiate formal procedures 

according to the following steps: 

 

Step 1: A written statement of the grievance signed by the complainant shall 

be submitted to the Local Title IX Coordinator within five (5) 

business days of receipt of answers to the informal complaint.  The 

ñStatement of Complaintò shall identify all the provisions of the 

Rules and Regulations alleged to be violated, shall state the 

contention of the complainant with respect to these provisions, 

shall indicate the relief requested, and shall be signed by the 

complainant involved.  The coordinator shall give the complainant an 

answer in writing no later than five (5)school days after the 

receipt of the written complaint. 

 

Step 2: If the complaint is not resolved in Step 1, it must be submitted 

within five (5) school days to the Superintendent (the Title IX 

official). The Superintendent and the complainant shall meet within 

a reasonable time, not to exceed two (2) weeks, in an attempt to 

resolve the matter. 

 

Step 3.   If a satisfactory disposition of the complaint is not made as a 

result of the meeting provided in Step 2 previously, either party 

shall have the right to file said complaint with the secretary of 

the Board of Education within five (5) days of the meeting provided 

in Step 2.  The Board will have thirty days to render its decision 

in writing to the complainant. 

 

Step 4.   If at this point, the grievance has not been satisfactorily settled, 

further appeal may be made to the Office of Civil Rights, Department 

of Health, and Human Services, Washington D.C. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Principal  ............................................................................................... Dr. John S. Lanzetta 

Assistant Principal  ..................................................................................... Mr. Russ Verrell 

Assistant Principal .................................................................................... Mrs. Asja Wilcox 

Athletic Director. .................................................................................... Mr. Keith Froelich 

AREA COORDINATORS 

Art/Music  ............................................................................................... Mr. Frank DeWald 

Career and Technology Education  ............................................................Mr. Brian Harrod 

English  .............................................................................................. Ms. Gloria Rozeboom 

Guidance ................................................................................................ Mr. Hedlun Walton 

Mathematics  ........................................................................................ Ms. Missy McCarthy 

Physical Education ............................................................................... Mrs. Debby Mitchell 

Science  ................................................................................................. Mr. David Chapman 

Social Studies  ............................................................................................. Mr. Chris Smith 

Special Education ................................................................................... Ms. Reneé Maniaci 

World Language  ................................................................................... Ms. Melissa Samluk 

COUNSELORS 

Mrs. Andrea Hallead .............................................................................................................. 

Ms. Sara Gillespie .................................................................................................................. 

Ms. Beth Josephson ............................................................................................................... 

Mr. Hedlun Walton ................................................................................................................ 

 

STAFF 

Attendance Secretary ................................................................................. Mrs. Eilene Peck  

Attendance Secretary/Registrar Clerk  ................................................... Mrs. Jennifer Crites 

Guidance Secretary  ................................................................................... Mrs. Nancy Klug 

L.M.C. Specialist ......................................................................................... Mrs. Ruth Ferry 

Receptionist and Secretary to Assistant Principals .................................. Mrs. Brenda Stow 

Registrar ................................................................................................... Mrs. Cyndi Rolley 

Secretary to Assistant Principals ........................................................... Ms. Debbie Gibbard 

Secretary to the Athletic Director  ............................................................... Mrs. Sue Friend 

Administrative Assistant to the Principal ................................................. Ms. Dana Latham 
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FACULTY AND STAFF BY DEPARTMENT 

 

 

ART 

 

BUTLER, B. 

HOLLENBACK R. 

 

BUSINESS ED. 

 

BARTEL, K. 

BUGGIA, D. 

HARROD, B. 

 

ENGLISH 

 

BODJANAC, H. 

CROCKER, G. 

DOCKUS, D. 

FREEMAN, R. 

GARMON, J. 

HANER, J. 

HOLMES, L. 

HUNTLEY, A. 

REED, D. 

ROZEBOOM, G. 

SAUER,L. 

SPADAFORE, M. 

VICKERS, M. 

 

LIFE MANAGEMENT 

 

JACKSON, L. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 

ATKINS, K. 

BRUNNER, K. 

CARPENTER, N. 

CRITES, L. 

FAHY, E. 

HEETHUIS, K. 

HURSEY, T. 

MCCARTHY, M. 

MCJAMES, M. 

PLINE, R. 

SAROS, J. 

SCHOONOVER, C. 

STOLZ, D. 

WOLFF, C. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DEWALD, F. 

LEE, J. 

STICE, M. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

CHASE, J. 

MITCHELL, D. 

PALMER, P. 

STOLZ, D. 

 

SCIENCE 

 

CANESTRAIGHT, K 

CARRIER, K. 

CHAPMAN, D. 

DABERKO, D. 

HETFIELD, T. 

MOORE, A. 

OLSTAD, J. 

PALMER, C. 

RICHTER, L. 

TANDOC, D. 

WILLIAMS, B. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

ERDMAN, L. 

HAWKS,B. 

IVES, D. 

MORRISON, M. 

SHOLLER, W. 

SMITH, C. 

STYKA, G. 

SWAN, G. 

WHITMYER, K. 

WOOD, B. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

 

HATCHER, P. 

LEWIS, S. 

MILLER, K. 

PRICCO, H. 

URBAN, E. 

 

TECHNOLOGY ED. 

 

BUGGIA, D. 

 

WORLD LANGUAGE 

 

ABBOTT, S. 

FLOYD, A. 

HINER, K. 

MARTINEZ, H. 

MCNEIL, B. 

PARTLOW, F. 

SAMLUK, M. 

 

 

CONSULTANTS/RESOURCE 

 

BRAZIER, D. 

CARL, A. 

CARROLL, N. 

FARNELLI, G. 

GILCHRIST, K. 

KELLY, A. 

MANIACI, R. 

SALDIVIA, K. 

SAVAGE, K. 

SKOUTELAS, C. 

TRUMPIE, S. 

TURNER, J. 

WILLIAMS, P. 

 

COUNSELORS 

 

GILLESPIE, S. 

HALLEAD, A. 

JOSEPHSON, B. 

WALTON, H. 

 

ESL 

 

SAUER, L. 

 

LIBRARY 

 

FIELDS, S. 

 

TECHNOLOGY DIRECTOR 

BACKUS. M 

 

SUPERVISOR OF STUDENTS 

COORDINATOR 

 

CLARKIN, D. 

 

GUIDED STUDY HOUR 

 

ACHTERBERG, J. 

 

T.A.P.P. PROGRAM 

 

BIEL, M. 

 

 

DIR. OF BLDG. OPERATIONS 

 

LATHROP,S.

     

 


